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MIND heart
APRIL 2016
An update from Whitworth University President Beck A.Taylor
April may be the cruelest month - at least poet T. S. Eliot thought so - but as I
write this month's newsletter, the sun is shining, students are catching rays in
The Loop as they read or play Frisbee, and afternoon temperatures are expected
to reach the low 70s. It's a "chamber of commerce day" on Whitworth's campus.
Not bad, especially because more than 60 prospective students and families are
on campus checking things out, a regular occurrence these days. April marks a
couple of important milestones for the university: We're preparing to graduate the
Class of 2016 in seven weeks, along with many other graduate and continuing
studies students who are finishing their Whitworth journeys, and we're closing
in on our newest crop of students, both first-time freshmen and transfers, who
plan to arrive in September. The Class of 2020 is shaping up nicely, and not just
because it will contain one Taylor child who will be making the move across the
street. Julie and I are so excited that we'll finally get to experience this wonderful
place as Whitworth parents. Lauren's decision to become a true Pirate will enable
Julie and me to see the university from an entirely different and important angle,
and we're eager to learn more about the place we love so much. I'm sure we'll be
better equipped to lead our community as we experience both the opportunities
and the challenges associated with helping our Whitworthian navigate her time
on campus. But it takes a lot of Laurens to make a class, and I know that our
admissions and financial aid teams would appreciate your sustaining prayers
over the next month as high school seniors make final decisions about whether
to attend Whitworth. Not only do we need the right number of students to decide
in Whitworth's favor; we also want the right students - those who will benefit
from and contribute to Whitworth's mind-and-heart culture. Thanks for all you
do to support us.
ACADEMICS
Kevin Grieves (Communication Studies) presented the keynote address at
the inaugural Transnational Journalism History Conference. The conference was
held in March at Augusta University, in Georgia.
Whitworth's library is pleased to have joined the Orbis Cascade Alliance, the
Northwest's preeminent library consortium. This partnership will provide faculty
and students with a wealth of new research materials.
American Architecture: A History, a book by Amanda Clark (Library), was
recently published by Westview Press. This wholly reworked edition incorporates
major developments of the last 15 years and builds on the success of the book's
first edition.
The Journal of International Development recently published an article by Megan
Hershey (Political Science). "Understanding the Effects of Faith: A Comparison of
Religious and Secular HIV Prevention NGOs in Kenya" appears in Vol. 28, Issue 2.
In February, Patrick Van Inwegen (Political Science) presented a paper, "Models
for a Local Carbon Market," at the On Sustainability conference, in Portland, Ore.
Patty Bruininks (Psychology) received one of three planning grants awarded
through the Council of Christian Colleges and Universities Networking Christian
Scholars Program. Her project, "Hope in the Face of Climate Change," networks
Whitworth with scholars at Hope College and The King's University, in Canada.
Vange Ocasio (School of Business) published "Financing Village Enterprises
in Rural Bangladesh: What Determines Non-Farm Revenue Growth'?," an article
in the International Journal of Development Issues, Vol. 15, No. 1, 2016. Vange
also co-authored "Near Nature, Near Perfect, Economically Stable" in Spokane's
Journal of Business.
Students in the newly created Whitworth University Social Finance Club have
made their first round of worldwide microfinance investments. Small-scale
entrepreneurial loans were made in El Salvador, Guatemala, The Philippines,
Ukraine, Nigeria, Uganda, Kyrgyzstan, India and Mali.
Lisa Laurier and Lori Johnson (School of Education), along with Lynn Noland
(Sponsored Programs), received a federal grant of $15,000 for their 2016-17
SEED Invitational Leadership Institute proposal for an Idaho/Inland Northwest
writing project.
In February, Corey McKenna (School of Education) presented a talk, "Teaching
Performance Assessment in California," at the American Association of Colleges
for Teacher Education conference, in Las Vegas.
Raja Tanas (Sociology) gave a presentation on "Islam, the Middle East, and
the West" to the Spokane Dinner Club on March 2.
Will Kynes (Theology) received the new Whitworth Arts and Humanities Faculty
Fellowship for summer research on his book, An Obituary for "Wisdom Literature."
Jeremy Wynne (Theology) recently published an article, "'Realities side by side':
God's patience and Abraham's humanity in Genesis 18:16-33," in the Scottish
Journal of Theology.
THE ARTS
Wow! Saxophonist Branford Marsalis, one of the world's top jazz musicians, will
join us for the 28th annual Whitworth Guest Artist Jazz Concert. The concert
will take place Saturday, Nov. 5, at 8 pro., at Spokane's Martin Woldson Theater
at The Fox. Mark your calendar now!
Fresh from its first-ever concert tour to Thailand, the Whitworth Wind Symphony
will present a spring concert, Sin fonia Asiana, at the Martin Woldson Theater at
the Fox at 8 p.m. on Friday, April 22. Admission is $7, or $5 for students and seniors
(62-plus). Join us!
Whitworth pianists Christina Locatelli and Emily Myhre, both '19, Cindy Matthews
and Katelyn Slack, both '16, and Geoff Rich and Peter Underhill, both '18, were
selected by adjudicators from the Washington State Music Teachers (Spokane
chapter) to perform on March 11 in the Collegiate Honors Recital at the Steinway
Gallery, in Spokane. The recital featured outstanding performers from Gonzaga,
Eastern Washington and Whitworth. All six pianists are students of Ivana Cojbasic
and Judith Schoepflin.
Philip Baldwin (Music) recently presented a lecture, "A Perfect Pairing: Etudes and
Literature," at the American StringTeacher Association's national conference, in Florida.
Gordon Wilson (Art) and Angelika Wilson-Wipp will exhibit their artwork at
the Spokane Art School Gallery. In the show, opening April 1, entitled All in the
Family: Paint and Clay, Gordon will exhibit his paintings and Angelika will display
her ceramic pieces.
STUDENT LIFE
Lots of students are walking around in suits, looking very professional, which
means that hiring for student-leadership positions for next year is going on right
now at Whitworth. Students have also had the opportunity to hear from some amazing
speakers this spring: Temple Grandin spoke about autism and animal welfare, Kelley
Carter Jackson addressed the Black Lives Matter movement, and Kevin Breel talked
about beating depression. This week we'll host an interfaith dialogue with the LDS
church at which Associate Chaplain Mindy Smith, '97, will moderate, and we'll present
Diversity Monologues, a series of public readings by Whitworth students regarding
their diverse personal stories.
OFFICE OF CHURCH ENGAGEMENT
We hope you'll join us for the Whitworth Institute of Ministry, July 18-22. This year's
WIM will feature Mike Breen and Brenda Salter McNeil and will address the question
of how Christians can be effective witnesses for the Gospel during tumultuous times
of culture change. How have God's people through the ages functioned in times of
great uncertainty? What can we learn from those who have gone before us about how
we can be faithful to God, to one another, and to our broken world? Building upon
this famous phrase - "Maybe you were made for such a time as this!" (Esther 4:14,
The Message) - WIM 2016 will address the vital topic of what Christian discipleship
looks like in the 21st century. Visit www.whitworth.edu/wim for more information.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
Twenty Whitworth business students spent part of Spring Break touring some of
Seattle's top companies as participants in the second annual Career Trek, which
aims to connect students with some of Washington's top companies and potential
employers. Our thanks to the many alums who shared their time and talent to give
our students this invaluable experience!
Families of graduating students can pre-order Commencement 2016 DVDs
now. DVDs of the undergraduate ceremony are available at http://connect.
whitworth.edu/commencement2016dvd.
Parents, to order Spring Exam Survival Kits and Fruit Bags for your student,
visit http://connect.whitworth.edu/spring2016examsurvivalkits before April 29.
Questions? Contact parents@whitworth.edu or 509.777.3772.
Alums, families, and friends in the Greater Raleigh-Durham, N.C., region, we
hope you'll join us for a casual gathering and potluck on Saturday, May 14, in
north Raleigh. Register today at http://connect.whitworth.edu.
ADMISSIONS
Please remind any prospective Whitworth freshmen you know that May 1 is
the deadline for submitting an enrollment deposit and holding a spot in the
Class of 2020. The $350 deposit can be paid online at www.whitworth.edu/
enrollmentdeposit. Still on the fence? Spring is a great time to make a campus
visit. Sign up for a Why Whitworth event or schedule an individual visit online at
www.whitworth.edu/visit. Questions? Contact admissions at 800.533.4668 or
admissions@whitworth.edu.
Now is a great time for transfer students to apply for the fall. Just click on
the "Transfer Application" button at www.whitworth.edu/apply. Every year, we
enroll 80-100 transfer students - ranging from those who have completed just
a semester of college to those who already have their associate's degrees - and
we're thankful for the many ways in which these students enrich our community.
Whitworth Transfer Counselor CJ Perry would be happy to help you; you can reach
him at cperry@whitworth.edu or 509.777.4768.
High school juniors are invited to our first ever Pirate Preview event, May 6-7.
In addition to featuring a campus tour, a class visit, and the opportunity to spend
a night in a residence hall and meet current students, Pirate Preview will focus on
helping potential Whitworth students explore academic interests and professional
calling. Our community does an extraordinary job of supporting students on that
journey. Sign up at www.whitworth.edu/piratepreview.
Financial aid has been busy sending out awards to all new freshmen and
transfer students who applied by the priority deadline, March 1. Do you know a
student who's planning to start at Whitworth this fall and who has filed a FASFA
but has not yet heard from us? Have him or her call 800.533.4668 to speak
with a staff member.
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
A single day is often all it takes to help our students fulfill their promise.
On March 29-30, the collective impact of 677 gifts during our Day of Promise
provided support for 53 programs and departments and thousands of students.
Together, you raised $99,654 (including matching dollars), and 89 percent of
those gifts were for $100 or less, proving that every gift matters! Thank you for
helping to fulfill our students' potential with your generosity. And thank you for
making Day of Promise a life-changing day for Whitworth students.
WHITWORTH SERVES
Please visit www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves once a year and help us tell
a bigger story about the importance of service at Whitworth. You can now share
all your hours at once!
SPORTS
The baseball team is off to a 19-4 start, and the Pirates are ranked 10th in
the nation in the latest Division Ill poll. The team has a 3.07 ERA, led by a pair
of hurlers from the Class of 2019: Ryan Kingma is 5-0, while Hugh Smith is 4-0.
Whitworth has a two-game lead in the NWC standings.
Softball is 16-5 and ranked 24th, coming off of a successful trip to Florida.
The Pirates defeated three-time defending NCAA DIII champion Tufts twice, ending
the Jumbos' NCAA-record 53-game winning streak that dated to 2014. In fact,
this was the first time Tufts has lost twice in a row since 2011. Whitworth has a
two-game lead in the NWC softball standings.
Both track and field teams are ranked in the nation's top 20. The Pirate women
are ranked 11th by the USTFCCCA, while the men are ranked 18th. Katie McKay,
'16, became an All-American in indoor track and field by finishing sixth in the
women's 800-meter run at the NCAA championships last week.
The swimming team closed out its season at the 2016 NCAA Div. Ill
championships, in Greensboro, N.C. The Pirate men finished in 34th place, led
by Wes Walton, '16, who scored in all three of his individual events. Wes finished
seventh in the 200-yard I.M. to become an All-American.
The men's basketball team made its 10th consecutive appearance in the
NCAA Division Ill tournament. The Pirates lost a heart-breaking second-round
game, but finished out another successful season with a glossy 26-2 record.
George Valle, '16, was named Third Team All-America by the NABC.
After a 1-4 start, the men's tennis team has won seven of its last eight
matches to improve to 8-5. The Pirates took three of four matches on a Spring
Break trip to Florida.
Women's tennis is 3-9 this season, in the midst of a very difficult schedule.
Both golf teams have begun the spring half of their schedules. They just
returned from a Spring Break trip to The West Cup, at LaVerne, Calif.
Whitworth's board of trustees will be on campus April 13-15 for their spring meeting.
This group of remarkable leaders ensures that the university is living faithfully into
its mission to equip graduates to honor God, follow Christ and serve humanity. They
also serve as my main backstop for professional, personal and spiritual support. My
desk is where the university's problems end up. But these are the people to whom
I take my problems, and I'm forever grateful for their willingness to listen and to
offer expertise, advice and assistance. So as we lift up our prayers for the Classes
of 2016 and 2020, let's also remember to give thanks
for folks like these who help to make Whitworth what
it is for so many. Until next month....
MINDKhear t
Commencement Issue
2016
An update from Whitworth University President Beck A.Taylor
Those of us who work at academic institutions measure time a little differently
than the rest of the world does. Our work and play are measured in terms,
semesters, credits, courses and breaks. But any combination of these things
still makes up a year, even if that year doesn't end in December or begin in
January. No matter how you cut it, the year ends when happy graduates and
their families celebrate the culmination of all of those credits, courses and
semesters of academic study at commencement exercises. Last weekend, it was
my privilege to shake hands with and deliver diplomas to 800-plus Whitworth
graduates. (Yes, my hand is still tired. No, I haven't yet gotten sick.) I couldn't
be more proud of these new alums. Here are my top 10 reasons why they're
special: (10) They survived the windstorm of November 2015 and showed their
true character as they weathered disruption, inconvenience, displacement and
uncertainty. I've never been prouder of the Whitworth family. (9) They weren't
the class that ran Leonard Oakland off. He begins his 51st year at Whitworth
in the fall. (8) They have true Pirate pride: There hasn't been a more dominant
athletics program in the Northwest Conference than ours for the past nine years,
and this year's teams won 10 conference championships. (7) And, speaking of
championships, the Ethics Bowl team won its second national championship in
five years, and senior Alex Hoffmann was named the nation's top debater. (6)
A record number of students caught pine cones despite a significant decline in
our tree-to-student ratio. (5) No graduate "dabbed" as s/he crossed the stage
at commencement. (4) This year's grads took advantage of every opportunity
they were given to enrich their time at Whitworth. They were good stewards of
their mind-and-heart education. (3) Our newest graduates are being summoned
into meaningful vocations and prestigious graduate programs. They will make a
difference in the world. (2) These Whitworthians want to be agents for peace,
reconciliation and justice in a broken and divided world - a world that will know
them as peacemakers. (1) I have every confidence that the members of the Class
of 2016 will faithfully embody Whitworth's mission to "honor God, follow Christ
and serve humanity." And the world will be better for it.
ACADEMICS
Alex Hoffmann, '16, triumphed over 65 other topnotch debaters to become the
first Whitworthian to win the national debate championship. In the year-long
sweepstakes for points earned all season, Whitworth's debate team took second
place out of more than 136 schools nationally.
Whitworth's Ethics Bowl team, the Philosoraptors, captured the Independent
Colleges of Washington Bowl for the second time in three years. The team included
Phillip Allevato, '17, Kaitlin Barnes, '17, James Eccles, '17, Ellie Probus, '16, and
Ti Westre, '17. This victory comes on the heels of their team victory in the Ethics
Bowl National Championship. These first two items confirm that you never want
to argue with a Pirate!
Two Whitworth students have been named Fulbright finalists: Spanish/
communication studies major Juliana Zajicek, '16, and international studies/
Spanish major Francesca Bisciglia, '16.
Athletic training faculty and students, organized by Professor Cynthia
Wright, volunteered as medical providers for the Kose Team Cup Challenge,
an international figure-skating event. Whitworth volunteers also served as part of
the medical staff for Spokane's 40th Bloomsday.
In April, Whitworth hosted the Gordon Jackson Conference in Media Law and
Ethics, Covering the Elections, to hear from University of Minnesota Professor
Christopher Terry, a radio commentator and author of journal articles on media
ethics, and University of Arizona Professor Kate Kenski, author of The Obama
Victory: How Media, Money and Message Shaped the 2008 Election.
Congratulations to the following Whitworth seniors accepted into the WSU
College of Nursing: Jennifer Adams, Vanessa Amado, Kayla Batastini, Katelyn
Cordes, Nicole Harris, Chelsea Hayes, Catherine Hoff, Laura Kester, Mikayla
Kraemer, Makayla Lefever, Ashley Mjor, Madeleine Misterek, Crystal Persaud,
Madeline Ritter, Tad Tyhuis, Jennifer White and Madison Zenke.
And two Whitworthians were named Critical Language Scholarship recipients:
Leah Dassler, '19 (Chinese), and Josh Vinton, '16 (Swahili).
Please join us Oct. 27-29 for our inaugural Gospel Conference, where we'll
address Racism and the Gospel. Increasing racial tensions in our country
create both challenges and opportunities for people of Christian faith to view
racism through the lens of Jesus' Gospel. We'll seek to address the issue of
racism biblically, theologically and relationally, and will encourage boldness and
courage as God's people live out the mandate of Jesus' good news for all people.
See www.whitworth.edu/gospelconference for more information.
This year's Whitworth Institute of Ministry, July 18-22, will feature Mike
Breen and Brenda Salter McNeil, who will address the question of how
Christians can be effective witnesses for the Gospel during this time of culture
change. How have God's people functioned in times of great uncertainty? What
can we learn from our forebears about how we can be faithful to God, to one
another, and to our broken world? Building upon this famous phrase - "Maybe you
were made for such a time as this!" (Esther 4:14, The Message) - WIM 2016 will
address the vital question of what Christian discipleship looks like today. For more
information, visit www.whitworth.edu/wim.
THE ARTS
Brian Schappals, '17, a music composition and clarinet performance major, won
the Undergraduate Student Choral Composition Award from Opus 7.
Congratulations to Whitworth MusicFest Northwest winners: Jonathan Bumpus,
'17; the Whitworth Saxophone Quartet: Andrew Peltonen, '19, Ryan Stewart, '18,
Max Bennett, '17, and Matt Coleman, '19; Geoff Rich, '18; Grant Rees, '17; Peter
Underhill, '18; Michelle Timmerman, '16; Katelyn Slack, '16; Denin Koch, '18; and
Audrey Pratt, '19.
STUDENT LIFE
"Maypril" was crazy busy. Breanna Lyons and Jeff DeBray, both '17, and Katie
Holtzheimer, '18, were victorious in spring elections, becoming our next ASWU
officers. Visiting speakers discussed Islamophobia and sustainability, and professional
entertainers, including American Idol's Will Makar, rapper Tedashii, a capella group
Filharmonics and spoken-word artist G Yamazawa, kept us on the edge of our seats.
Pirate Idol, Duvall Drive-In, So You Think You Can Dance, and Warren Peace featured
performances by talented Whitworth students, and Whitworthians attended the
Second-Chance Prom, backpacked and rode the rivers with outdoor rec, and staged
Take Back the Night, an event in support of victims of sexual and domestic abuse.
Earth Week , the Hawai'ian Club Lu'au and Springfest added to the excitement of this
frenetically fun time of the year.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
Families of incoming students, Summer Sendoffs are coming! Whitworth will host
casual gatherings throughout the West this summer for members the Class of 2020
and their families. Come meet other families and hear from a Whitworth staffer.
Check www.whitworth.edu/summersendoffs for information and to see if there will
be a sendoff near you! Watch your email for updates, as well. Questions? Contact
us at parents@whitworth.edu or 509.777.3772.
Join us for baseball in Seattle or San Diego. Whitworthians in the Seattle area are
invited to cheer for the Mariners (or the Astros, if you like) at Safeco Field on July 16.
Likewise, those in SoCal are invited to watch the Padres play the Diamondbacks on
Aug. 21. Space is limited, so visit connect.whitworth.edu to learn more and to register.
Join the Whitworth team! We're looking for a new assistant director of annual giving.
If you're interested in making a difference for students and for Whitworth's mission,
check out the posting. Info is online, in Whitworth's employment section.
Families of current students will want to know that starting next year, an additional
day will be added to the list of campus holidays. As a result, Easter Monday will now
be a holiday for students, though some night classes may take place. This will allow
students an extra day to return to campus after the Easter weekend.
ADMISSIONS
Incoming freshmen should be sure to ask to have a final transcript sent from their
high school to Whitworth's admissions office. We're required to have this in hand
before we disburse federal financial aid to students.
Information about residence-hall assignments and roommates will be out
by July 15. Housing guru Alan Jacob is already tweaking the algorithm that has
proven amazingly effective in assigning roommates who wind up becoming friends for
life. If you submitted your deposit for this coming fall and you haven't yet submitted
your housing-preference form, go to www.whitworth.edu/housingpreference.
Questions? Contact housing@whitworth.edu.
FINANCIAL AID
Families who have completed the 2016-17 Free Application for Federal
Student Aid and who haven't loaded your 2015 IRS tax data into the FAFSA
using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool: Please consider doing that soon! It will ensure
that the data on the 2016-17 FAFSA is accurate and consistent with the 2017-18
FAFSA (which will also use 2015 tax data). If the IRS data load doesn't work, we
encourage you to correct the income information on the FAFSA based on your
2015 tax filing data.
The IRS Data Retrieval Tool allows students and parents to access IRS tax
return data needed to complete/update the FAFSA and to transfer that data
directly into their FAFSA from the IRS website. We recommend using this tool for
several reasons: It's the easiest way to provide your tax data; it's the best way to
ensure that your FAFSA is accurate; you need not provide a copy of your parents'
tax transcripts to Whitworth; and it will ensure consistency when you complete
the 2017-18 FAFSA. Questions about this or the previous item? Please contact
the financial aid staff at 509.777.4340 or finaid@whitworth.edu.
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
When you tune into the news and think, "I wish there were something I could
do to help," there is. Maybe there's a shortage of innovative teachers in your
school district. Maybe compassionate healthcare providers are needed in nearby
rural communities. Maybe you know someone who's looking for bright managers
to develop creative solutions to difficult problems. When you give to Whitworth,
you help address these challenges and many more. Your support helps more
students become the critically thinking, problem-solving leaders the world needs.
Every single gift to Whitworth is an investment in a better world. You can give
online at www.whitworth.edu/give, or mail your donation to 300 W. Hawthorne
Road, Spokane, WA 99251. Thank you!
WHITWORTH SERVES
Some alums will receive a different kind of student phone call in the next
month. If we've heard that you're volunteering in your community, we might
check in with you to get more details. As we continue to gather information for
Whitworth Serves, we encourage you to share your stories with us, either by
phone or by visiting www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves and clicking the green
"Share Your Service" button.
SPORTS
This has been an amazing year for Whitworth Athletics. The Pirates claimed 10
Northwest Conference titles on the way to their ninth consecutive NWC McIlroy-
Lewis All-Sports Trophy, winning by the largest margin ever. And no school has
ever before won nine in a row. Whitworth won five championships in the spring -
baseball, softball, men's golf, men's track & field, and women's track & field. Those
titles were added to fall and winter championships in men's soccer, volleyball,
women's cross country, men's swimming and men's basketball.
Softball finished the season 29-15 after hosting an NCAA Div. Ill regional
tourney last weekend. It was the Pirates' second-ever NCAA tournament
appearance. Head Coach Cristal Brown was voted NWC Coach of the Year, and
Alyssa Hall, '16, Makayla Lefever, '17, and Chelsey Hayes, '18, were named First
Team All-Conference.
Baseball won its first NWC regular season title in NCAA Div. Ill. The Pirates
are 29-11 and will host a D3 regional tournament at Avista Stadium this week.
Dan Ramsay, '08, was named NWC Coach of the Year, while Jeremy Druffel, '16,
Jordan McGowan, '17, and Hugh Smith, '19, were all named to the NWC FirstTeam.
The men's track team claimed its seventh consecutive NWC championship,
while the women earned their second in a row. Toby Schwarz won Coach of the
Year honors for both the men's and women's teams. The men rallied from behind
on the final day of the championship meet and capped things off with a victory
in the 4x400 relay, which they led from beginning to end.
Men's golf rallied from five strokes behind and third place in the standings
over the final six holes of the conference tournament to win the 2016 NWC
championship. Warren Friedrichs was named NWC Coach of the Year, and Andrew
Dodge, '16, earned NWC medalist honors and Player of the Year recognition. The
Pirates then finished 27th at the NCAA championships, in Rochester, N.Y.
Women's golf finished fourth in the NWC tournament and fourth overall in the
standings. Chelsea Bayley, '16, was named to the All-NWC First Team based on
her performance in conference tournaments throughout the year.
The women's tennis team rallied during the final weeks of the season to grab
the No. 4 seed in the Northwest Conference tournament. Bella Hoyos, '17,
was named to the All-NWC First Team based on voting by conference coaches.
Men's tennis finished 12-8 and also qualified for the four-team NWC
tournament. Drew Brigham, '16, was voted to the All-NWC First Team by league
coaches for the second straight season.
The football team concluded its nontraditional practice season with the
annual Spring Fling in the Pine Bowl. More than 60 players are returning from
a squad that finished 9-2 last year and reached the NCAA playoffs.
Julie and I thank you for your support and prayers for us and our family
throughout the year. As we enter our seventh year at Whitworth, we couldn't be
more excited about the opportunities ahead. May God in Christ bless all of you.
Enjoy the summer!
MIND heart
DECEMBER 2016
An update from Whitworth University \ President Beck A.Taylor
I'm ready. I'm ready to focus on the things that bring us together.
God's people differ on a lot of important issues. That's not a bad thing.
We need creativity and diversity as we challenge ourselves and others
to tackle the problems that matter in our communities. The fact that
people of faith can end up on opposite sides of such issues has never
bothered me. Whitworth's educational philosophy is built upon the
notion that we can learn from those with whom we disagree. But after
an unusually tense season of disagreement, I'm ready to agree on a
few things, at least for a while. Aren't you?
Enter Christmas. Enter Christ. Christmas couldn't have arrived at a
better time. Tonight, I'll have the joy of lighting Whitworth's Christmas
tree. For centuries now, the lighting of the tree has represented for
Christians the light of Christ born into the world on that cold winter's
morning so long ago. As we stand around the tree tonight on The
Loop, as we sing carols together, and as we pray for our campus and
community, we won't be focusing on the things that divide us. We'll
be celebrating the One who brings us together. In that moment, we'll
agree on many things. We'll agree on grace. We'll agree that we need
it, and that the world would be better off with more of it. Together,
side by side, we'll marvel at the idea that the God of the universe
became flesh. We'll be reminded that through Jesus, God tore down
the dividing walls of hostility. And we'll affirm to one another that the
Kingdom of God is near. We'll see in one another - through twinkling
lights - our common humanity, both the beauty and the scourge of
it. We'll resolve to love one another more deeply. Perhaps we'll even
decide that the changes we need to make in ourselves are more
important than the change we desire in others. Gathered around
the tree tonight will be Republicans, Democrats and independents,
the rich and the poor, believers and doubters, old and young, each
of whom sees hope and unity in the glowing light of Whitworth's
Christmas pine.
ACADEMICS
Four Whitworth biology students and five chemistry students
submitted posters and made oral presentations at November's M.J.
Murdock Charitable Trust research science conference. This invitation-
only conference showcases many of the top students from private
colleges and universities in the Northwest. Faculty member Aaron Putzke
(Biology) also presented, on behalf of the Murdock Alliance Project.
Whitworth will co-host this conference on Nov. 10-11, 2017, in Spokane.
Natsihi, Whitworth's yearbook, was awarded first place in the Best of
Show competition for its category at the ACP National College Media
Convention.
Under the leadership of Mike Ingram (Communication Studies)
and Keith Wyma (Philosophy), Whitworth's Ethics Bowl team, the
Philosoraptors, won first place at the Northwest Regional Ethics
Bowl. This qualifies the team to participate in its eighth national bowl
in nine years.
Whitworth's Arguing Bucs won the top sweepstakes award at the East
Texas Baptist University Forensics Tournament. Victoria Benningfield,
'20, took second place in the tournament and was the top novice
speaker; Jordan Bone, '18, won first place in the junior varsity division.
Dale Soden (History/Weyerhaeuser Center) spoke at the Christ and
Cascadia Conference on Seattle's civil-rights movement and delivered a
paper at the Faith and History Conference, in Virginia, on the challenges
of being a university historian addressing issues of race and gender.
Jann Leppien (Margo Long Endowed Chair/School of Education)
recently presented at the Washington Association of Educators of
the Talented and Gifted. She also spoke at the National Association
for Gifted Children and was appointed to their Awards Selection
Committee, which is responsible for determining and distributing
teaching awards in the field of gifted education.
Roberta Wilburn (School of Education) presented "African American
Women in Academia: Challenging the Status Quo of Equity and
Diversity," at Gonzaga University's IMPACT luncheon.
THE ARTS
Gordon Wilson (Art) will display several paintings this winter in
the 18th annual Small Artworks Invitational at the Art Spirit Gallery, in
Coeur d'Alene.
Our Bryan Oliver Art Gallery will house an exhibition, Mi Familia
Es Todo, by Sage Paisner, through the end of January. This moving
installation - the culmination of the artist's time in New Mexico
documenting the lives of family and friends - highlights struggles with
poverty, land-rights sovereignty, and social activism.
Whitworth's Christmas Festival Concerts brought in droves of happy
music lovers on the West Side. More than 100 student performers
will present the two remaining concerts at Spokane's Martin Woldson
Theater this weekend: Saturday, Dec. 10, 8 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 11, 3 p.m.
General admission: $20; students and seniors (62-plus): $15. Tickets are
available at the Fox box office (509.624.1200).
STUDENT LIFE
Cultural Awareness Week was an amazing focus for November. Speaker
Andrew Mann opened the week discussing his evangelical work in the
LGBTQ community in Chicago, and cultural clubs set up their activity
displays on Monday at lunch. On Tuesday evening we showed the movie
The Color of Fear, and followed that up with a discussion. The International
Diversity Forum took place Thursday, and the week ended with the
international dinner and festival performances by our international students.
Mid-November brought Midnight Madness, the largest spirit event for
the year. Class competitions, prizes, dance contests and free spirit T-shirts
rocked the house. Whitworth winter wins, here we come!
FINANCIAL AID
Current students attending Whitworth full time can now apply for
scholarships established by the generosity of individual donors,
corporations and foundations. After Dec. 19, you can find the 2017-18
online Donor-Sponsored Scholarship Application on the financial aid
webpage under Scholarships. Interested students are encouraged to
complete this application for the 2017-18 academic year.
In mid-December, Whitworth Student Accounting Services will inform
students via email that their Billing Information Forms, which contain
estimates of upcoming financial aid and charges, are ready to be
completed. The email will contain a link and instructions for completing
the form, due Jan. 6, online.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
Join us for Alumni Night at the Fieldhouse on Friday, Jan. 27! Alums
and their families will enjoy free admission to great Pirate basketball as
the Bucs play Willamette (women at 6 p.m.; men at 8 p.m.). Enter to win
prizes, and enjoy complimentary snacks and beverages.
Spaces are still available for the 2017 Core 650 tour to China with Tony
and Amanda Clark. Details: www.whitworth.edu/china2017.
Alums, save the date for Homecoming Reunion Weekend, Oct. 6-8,2017.
All alumni and their families are invited! Alums from the classes of 1957 and
earlier, as well as from 1967, '77, '87, '97,2007 and '12, will celebrate milestone
reunions. Tell a friend and plan to join us! More information to follow. Want
to help plan your class reunion? Contact alumnwhitworth.edu.
ADMISSIONS
Congratulations to prospective freshman students admitted with
honors for fall 2017! Watch for your invitation to attend one of our Honors
Colloquium scholarship weekends: Feb. 11-12, Feb. 18-19 and March 11-12.
Despite the fact that two full-tuition scholarships and 10 $2,000
semifinalist scholarships are at stake at each event, participants
consistently report that they have a great time connecting with one
another and with academic opportunities at Whitworth. Attendance
is capped at about 100 students for each event, and registration is
handled on a first-come, first-served basis, so don't dawdle. Parents
are encouraged to attend, as well.
Christmas Break is a great time to explore and apply for outside
scholarships. You can search online databases like fastweb.com and
bigfuture.collegeboard.com. Many scholarships offered by local civic
groups (Lions, Rotary, etc.) are left "unawarded" each year for lack of
qualified applicants. You can solve that problem!
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
As 2016 draws to a close, we turn to you - our alumni, families and
friends - to ask that when you make your last donations of the year,
you include Whitworth among them. Your support makes a difference
both for our students, faculty and staff and for the world we live in. If
you've already given this year - or if you still plan to give - thank you
for helping Whitworth thrive! Visit www.whitworth.edu/give to make
your tax-deductible gift before year's end.
We recently announced a generous gift of $3.1 million toward
much-needed athletics facilities, which will include a new athletics
administration/football operations building and new artificial turf and
visitors' amenities for the Pine Bowl. We are grateful for the incredible
support of Walt, '67, and Kay Oliver. All of the details can be found
here: www.whitworth.edu/olivergift2016.
WHITWORTH SERVES
Ron Rice, '58, serves with Wheelchairs for Nigeria because Jesus said,
"When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the
blind, and ... although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous" (Luke 14:13-14). "On my annual September
trip to Nigeria," Ron says, "I help supervise the 49 employees in our
wheelchair shop, and travel all over Nigeria distributing hundreds of
wheelchairs to the tens of thousands of Nigerian polio survivors who
otherwise spend their lives crawling on the ground." Share your story
of service at www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves.
SPORTS
Men's hoops is off to a 4-0 start; the Pirates are ranked eighth in the
nation. Kyle Roach, '19, is averaging 24 points per game through the
first four games.
Women's basketball is 1-3. Forward Callie Harwood, '18, has led
the Pirates in scoring and rebounding and was selected as the
first NWC women's basketball Student-Athlete of the Week for the
2016-17 season.
The swimming teams are battling injuries, but they competed
well at the recent Logger Invitational. Patrick Wilber, '18, and Owen
Lempert and Hannah Galbraith, both '20, each won two individual
events at the meet, all in NWC-best times for the season. The men
finished second and the women third.
Women's cross country finished 17th at the NCAA Division Ill
championships after claiming victory at the NCAA West Regionals a
week earlier. Kayla Leland, '18, earned All-America honors by placing
12th at the national meet. The men took 14th place at the regional meet,
and Head Coach Toby Schwarz was named NWC and West Region
Women's Coach of the Year.
The volleyball team finished its year with a 21-6 record, losing in
the opening round of the NCAA Division III tournament to host Texas-
Dallas. Setter Erin White, '19, was named First Team All-NWC, while
Emiko Kahler, '20, was voted NWC Freshman of the Year and joined
White on the First Team. Head Coach Kati Bodecker was voted NWC
Coach of the Year for the third consecutive season.
Men's soccer dropped its opener on the road in the NCAA
tournament, losing 3-0 at Trinity (Texas). After winning the NWC
championship, Whitworth ended the season 12-4-3. Timmy Costa, '17,
was voted NWC Defensive Player of the Year; in all, five Pirates earned
First Team All-NWC recognition.
Football finished 8-2 this season and took second place in the NWC.
Six Whitworth players earned First Team All-NWC recognition, led by
QB Ian Kolste, '18, who has rewritten Whitworth's passing records,
and RB Duke DeGaetano, '17, who set a school record with 21 rushing
touchdowns. DeGaetano also received First Team Academic All-
America honors.
Women's soccer rebounded from a 3-7 start to finish the season
10-10. The Pirates went 9-7 in the NWC, tying for third place in the
final NWC standings. MF Jenna Morris, '17, was one of three players
named First Team All-NWC.
Whitworth's annual Pirate Night Dinner and Auction event was
a great success. New "Voice of the Pirates" Bud Nameck
interviewed three outstanding student-athletes, and the event raised
crucial funding to help support our mega-successful Whitworth
Athletics programs.
Julie and I extend to you our warmest wishes for peace and
prosperity in the new year. I'm excited about what 2017 will bring.
I'm sure that it will challenge all of us in new and exciting ways to be
the hands and feet of Christ in a world that needs the light and life
our Savior brings. May your Christmas and New Year's celebrations
be joyous and hope filled. May God bless all
of you, and thank you for the support you
give to the Whitworth community.
MINDKhear t
FEBRUARY 2016
An update from Whitworth University President Beck A.Taylor
I've been employing good old-fashioned shoe leather this past week, meeting
with legislators and policy makers in Washington, D.C. This marks my annual trek
to Capitol Hill to meet with other higher-education leaders and lawmakers to
discuss important issues and trends facing colleges and universities, and, more
specifically, those institutions that remain firmly rooted, like Whitworth, in their
Christian commitments. My intent here is not to be partisan, but rather to give
you a sense of the issues at hand, perhaps even to compel you to pray for wise
decision-making in D.C. and in state capitals around the country. I'm persuaded
that the beauty of the American higher-education system is that it's not a system
at all, but a tapestry of diverse institutions that serve our society with different
distribution, financial and educational models. There is no unifying, controlling or
even coordinating function. Rather, educational institutions are held accountable
by the markets they serve and the stakeholders they love. Increased government
scrutiny and accountability, some of which is quite reasonable given the billions
of federal and state dollars that support our students and schools, can have
the potentially unintended effect of contributing to the homogeneity, rather than
to the rich diversity, of higher education. Government scorecards that measure
only employment outcomes of graduates, or the threat of federal accreditation,
are two such examples. The issue most pressing for Christian institutions, and
more generally for all faith-based organizations, is the ability to operate in an
environment unencumbered by pressures and demands that would dilute the
faithful missions they steward. Threats to withdraw federal funding or to deny
accreditation to colleges and universities for living out their religious and moral
teachings can erode the fundamental identities of hundreds of colleges that want
to educate both mind and heart. Whitworth, and institutions like it, may embody
its faithful mission in ways consistent with its underlying values, theological
traditions, and practical commitments only when the government both protects
us and allows us to flourish. I'm grateful for a country that continues to provide
for institutions like Whitworth and the students who attend it, but I don't take it
for granted. This is why my days in D.C. are never wasted.
ACADEMICS
Lisa Laurier (School of Education) received a $2,000 grant from the Inland
Northwest Community Foundation for literacy consultation with the Coeur d'Alene
School District.
During Jan Term, faculty-led study programs met in Hawaii, Washington's Cascade
Range, Guatemala, Costa Rica, South Africa, China, London, and other major cities
in Europe. Beginning this month, Whitworth students will participate in semester-
long programs in the Central America Study & Service Program and the France
Study Program, while others are on exchange in Australia, Belgium, France, India, the
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Spain and the U.K. And this spring, we'll welcome
students from Germany, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Libya, Nigeria and Zimbabwe.
Several January events at Whitworth honored the life and legacy of Martin Luther
King, Jr. They included a screening of Selma, a community march downtown, a
worship service, volunteer service opportunities, and a panel discussion involving
Whitworth faculty Larry Burnley (History/Diversity, Equity & Inclusion), Kathy Lee
(Political Science), Dale Soden (History) and Roberta Wilburn (School of Education).
I had the privilege of presenting to fellow presidents of the Council for Christian
Colleges & Universities on Jan. 28 in Washington, D.C., on diversity, equity and
inclusion on Christ-centered campuses. I'm pleased to report that many peers
see Whitworth as a leader in this conversation. I might have even earned a few
consultation visits to other campuses.
THE ARTS
An exhibition of the printmaking process, featuring works by Ric Gendron,
Makoto Fujimura and Abram Krol, from Whitworth's permanent art collection,
will be on display in Cowles Student Gallery (Lied 102) from Feb. 9-March 7.
Gordon Wilson (Art) received a $11,400 grant from the McMillen Foundation
as an artist-in-residence for the month of October 2016.
The Bryan Oliver Gallery presents the exhibit Gala Bent: Everything Seems to
Be Coming Together. The opening reception will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 9, from
5-6 p.m., in the Lied Art Center, and an artist's lecture will follow at 6 p.m.
in Room 102. The exhibit, "a selection from recent bodies by Gala Bent along
with new pieces that explore the harmonies and dissonances that make the shape
of the world around us," will run Feb. 9-April 1.
Whitworth Theatre's spring production, Enchanted April, tells the story of two
unhappy London housewives who rent a villa in Italy for a holiday. They recruit a
pair of difficult upper-class women to share the cost and experience. Together under
the Mediterranean sun, the women clash and then begin to bond, rediscovering
themselves in hilarious and unexpected ways. The show will run March 4, 5, 11 and
12 at 7:30 p.m. and March 6 at 2 p.m. Tickets: www.whitworth.edu/theatretickets.
Questions: kdawson@whitworth.edu or 509.777.3703.
Jazz professors Dan Keberle and Christopher Parkin, '04, will present clinic
sessions at the 2016 Washington Music Educators Association conference, in
Yakima, Feb. 11-14. Dan's session is titled "Jazz Methods for the Non-Jazz Teacher,"
and Chris will present "Improvisation from the Inside Out."
STUDENT LIFE
Snow-equipment rentals have broken all records for Whitworth Outdoor Rec.
Students aren't binging on TV shows in their spare time; they're in the mountains!
In addition to snow-country adventures, Jan Term featured Martin Luther King, Jr..
weekend and a number of special events (see Academics). Monday night offered
dorm discussions regarding King's speeches and legacy, and on Tuesday a panel
of faculty and staff addressed this same topic for the entire Whitworth community.
FINANCIAL AID
The financial aid staff is reviewing files for new freshmen and transfer students
for the 2016-17 academic year. New students who have filed the FAFSA by the
March 1 deadline will begin receiving their financial aid awards early next month.
Returning students who meet the May 1 priority deadline for filing the FAFSA will receive
their financial aid awards electronically in May and June. Students can confirm our
receipt of their 2016-17 FAFSA by checking Pirate Port under "Missing and Received
Documents." Academic scholarships are automatically renewed as long as a student
is making satisfactory academic progress.
Three scholarships are available for Washington students through the College
Success Foundation. Once you're on the CSF Washington State website, click
on Supports/Scholarships for information on the Washington State Opportunity
Scholarship, the Leadership 1000 Scholarship and the Governor's Scholarship. The
deadlines for these scholarship applications fall between Feb. 24 and March 7.
Financial Wellness Week is Feb. 15-18. The financial aid office and the Balance Your
Bucs Program are hosting several events on campus for students to learn about a
variety of financial topics, such as credit, budgeting, investing, auto loans, and more.
We'll offer daily workshops on various financial topics from 5-6 p.m. in the HUB, and
we hope you'll attend our financial-wellness fair on Thursday, Feb. 18, from 11 a.m.-2
p.m. in the HUB's Lied Square.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
Each year we present four awards to deserving Whitworth alumni, and we
need your help to compile a list of nominees for 2016. Visit www.whitworth.edu/
alumniawards for more information and to submit a nomination. All submissions are
due by the end of the day on Wednesday, Feb. 17.
Alums, parents and friends are invited to cheer on the Pirate hoopsters as they
battle PLU in Tacoma on Saturday, Feb. 20. Join us for snacks at a free reception
between games (women at 4 p.m.; men at 6). For more information, and to let us
know you're planning to attend, please visit connect.whitworth.edu.
All Whitworthians in the San Francisco Bay Area are invited to join former
psychology faculty member Kathy Storm (Academic Affairs) and Josh Orozco
(Philosophy) on Saturday, Feb. 20, as they present Forgiveness: Perils or Promise?
For more details, visit connect.whitworth.edu.
George Whitworth would have been 200 this March, and you are invited to celebrate
his life and legacy with us at a special birthday party on Saturday evening, March
12, at the Davenport Hotel, in downtown Spokane. This event will feature student
performers, a buffet dinner, and opportunities to commemorate our founder and his
contributions to the Pacific Northwest. Details and registration can be found at
connect.whitworth.edu/200birthday. An exhibit of photos and artifacts will be
on display in the Harriet Cheney Cowles Memorial Library until the end of March.
Cactus League fun with Whitworth! Join Seattle Mariners Assistant General
Manager Jeff Kingston and me in Peoria as the Mariners take on the Arizona
Diamondbacks on Saturday, March 19. Your $40/person registration includes
dinner, an exclusive pre-game conversation with Jeff, and seats near the third-
base dugout. Visit connect.whitworth.edu for details and to register by March 16.
Alumni, save the date for Homecoming Weekend, Oct. 7-9. All alums are
invited, and the classes of '56, '66, '76, '86, '96, 2006 and 2011 will celebrate
milestone reunions! If you'd like to help plan your reunion, please contact alumni@
whitworth.edu.
ADMISSIONS
The priority deadline for high school seniors to submit their admissions
applications to Whitworth is March 1. Students can access our online
application or the Common Application at www.whitworth.edu/apply. We will
accept transcripts, test scores and letters of recommendation after that date,
but the sooner we get a complete application file, the sooner we can send out
admissions decisions and financial aid awards.
Incoming freshmen admitted with honors for fall 2016 should have received
information about an amazing and timely opportunity to study race relations in
America next Jan Term. Jason Wollschleger (Sociology) and 15 students will travel
by Amtrak throughout the Southeast U.S. to explore the history and contemporary
experience of underrepresented racial/ethnic populations in our country. The
Race across America trip is expected to fill up quickly, so sign up soon. For more
information, visit www.whitworth.edu/raceacrossamerica.
Spring is a great time for sophomores and juniors to start visiting college
campuses and for seniors to make that final campus visit. We have "Why Whitworth"
visit days planned during most Northwest high schools' scheduled spring vacations.
We're also hosting our Multicultural Visit Program (MVP) April 7-9, for students
from underrepresented racial and ethnic populations. Individual visits are welcome
on most other days. Try to avoid Whitworth's Spring Break (March 19-27) so you
won't miss out on visiting classes, staying in a residence hall, and meeting professors
and current students. To schedule a visit, go to www.whitworth.edu/visit.
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
With Valentine's Day at hand, I'm reminded that many of you met your
soulmates right here. I'll admit that a Whitworth Fund gift may not be that
romantic, but it IS meaningful. Remember, if you are a Whitworth couple, showing
a little love to Whitworth by making an annual gift counts for double participation.
Another way to double your impact is to find out if your employer matches
gifts you make to Whitworth. You make a gift; your employer matches it. How's
that for making a difference?
Finally, in case you missed the updated information in the recent issue of
Whitworth Today, gifts and pledges to The Campaign for Whitworth now total
more than $71 million toward our $100 million goal. We are blessed that so many
of you are including Whitworth and our students among your philanthropic priorities!
WHITWORTH SERVES
In the past week, five Whitworthians notified us of 1,069 hours of volunteer
service they performed in the past year. Please join them in sharing your story
of service with the Whitworth family at www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves.
SPORTS
The men's basketball team is rolling! The Pirates are undefeated this year and
are ranked No. 1 in the nation in the D3hoops.com top-25 poll. It is only the
second time that men's basketball has earned a regular-season No. 1 ranking.
George Valle, '16, and Kenny Love and Christian Jurlina, both '17, are averaging
double figures in scoring.
Women's basketball finds itself in the thick of the Northwest Conference
tournament chase at the halfway point of the conference schedule. The Pirates
are 10-7 overall and 5-3 in the NWC. KC McConnell, '16, is having an MVP kind
of season, averaging more than 20 points and five rebounds per game.
Men's swimming is unbeaten in dual meets against NWC opponents after
sweeping Puget Sound and Pacific Lutheran. Patrick Wilbur, '18, broke a long-
standing aquatics-center record in the 100-yard backstroke against UPS, and
Wes Walton, '16, broke the pool record in the 200-yard backstroke against PLU.
Women's swimming is 4-2 in NWC dual meets. Against UPS (a team win) and
PLU (a hard-fought loss), Rachel Olson, '18, went unbeaten in her four individual
events. She posted the NWC's fastest time this season while winning the
1,000-yard freestyle.
The indoor track & field season has only just begun, and already the Pirate
teams are making noise. Shot putter Danielle Openiano, '17, and 800 runner
Kayla Leland, '19, set school records at the season-opening Vandal Indoor
Classic, at the University of Idaho. And Corey Burt, '16, won the men's shot put
at the same meet while competing against mostly NCAA Division I opponents.
You don't have to spend too much time at Whitworth to know that Spokane's Cowles
family has for generations attended to the needs of our campus - from Cowles
Auditorium to the Cowles Memorial Library to the Cowles Music Center, currently
under construction. Whitworth lost a true champion when Wanda Cowles died a
couple of weeks ago after a courageous battle with cancer. A celebration of her
life will be held on campus Feb. 13 at 2 pin. All are welcome. Every institution
can point to faithful friends who have sacrificed much, but not every institution
has a Wanda Cowles, a relentless advocate for excellence. We miss her dearly,
but Whitworth's students will benefit from her generosity for generations to come.
Thank God for Wanda and her wonderful family,
and for others like them.
MIND heart
JANUARY 2016
An update from Whitworth University President Beck A.Taylor
A good friend of mine whom I would describe as an agnostic recently asked me
to define grace. She had heard me use the term a lot, she said, even in casual
conversation. I hadn't really noticed that tendency, but perhaps that's because
I'm so in need of grace that it's always on my mind. My friend's question reminded
me how foreign the concept of grace is for so many in our communities. When I
escape the familiarity of my largely Christian surroundings, I am confronted with
the stark reality that a world of people long for something they cannot describe
- and I fear that the Christian virtue of grace is elusive to so many because it is
displayed so rarely in our culture, even within the church. I'm embarrassed to
admit to you how often I am unwilling to offer grace or incapable of doing so, and
how demanding of it I am from others. I guess that's the definition of hypocrisy.
I am convinced, though, that we will look back on 2016 and measure it largely
through the lens of grace - and that our assessment of the year, looking back,
will be based on how freely or reluctantly grace was distributed in our homes,
workplaces, and worshipping communities, in our neighborhoods, on Facebook,
and in the voting booth. As our society becomes more polarized, as differences
between us are magnified, as political and theological turf is staked out, grace
will be the gift that allows us to hold on to unity and peace, or its paucity will
be at the root of our divisiveness and fear. My prayer for 2016 is that God, in
his mercy and through his spirit, will dispense grace upon grace, and that we,
the people of God, will accept his gifts and become agents of his grace in a
broken and divided world - a world that may not know the word for unmerited
favor, but that hungers for it nonetheless. May the grace and peace of Christ be
yours, and ours, in 2016.
ACADEMICS
Jann Leppien and School of Education colleagues including Kathryn Picanco
co-presented sessions at the recent National Association for Gifted Children
convention. Their presentations included "When Gifted Programs Are Legislated
as Basic Education: The Change Process Unleashed!"
John Hengesh (School of Business) has joined the board of directors of Nexus
Inland NW as treasurer.
Corey McKenna (School of Education) co-authored "Beginning Teachers'
Perceptions of the California Teaching Performance Assessment Experience,"
published in Teacher Education Quarterly.
Lisa Laurier and Lori Johnson (School of Education) received a $24,950 grant
from the Hagan Foundation for literacy work at Holmes and Evergreen Schools,
where Whitworth students spend time in a classroom with a master teacher, and
Whitworth faculty provide professional-development sessions for school staff.
Casey Andrews (English) presented "Challenging Death in Storm
Jameson's Mirror in Darkness Trilogy" and co-led "Alternative Politicizations of the
1930s: Revolutionizing the Decade," at the recent Modernist Studies Association
conference. Casey's article "Learning to Live with Ghosts: Vera Britain's Testament
of Youth on Film" will be included in the Advent issue of The Cresset.
Five English students - Andrea Hunter, '16, Joshua Tuttle, '17, Katrin Richter,
'17, McKenzie Legg, '16, and Sophia DuVal, '16 - have been selected for 2016
Smithsonian Institute internships in Washington, D.C.
John Larkin and the physics department have received a $30,000 grant from
the M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust to support hiring a new faculty member in
physics and engineering.
Ian Brookwell, '19, a political science major, gave testimony at a Washington
Utilities Commission public hearing in Olympia regarding Avista's 20-year energy
forecast.
Raja Tanas (Sociology) spoke recently at Spokane Community College on the
topic -The Middle East: A Century of Wars and Terror (1915-2015)."
Karin Heller (Theology) will lecture on "Bible, Body, and Sexuality" at the
University of Besancon, in France, this month.
The College Theology Society and The Lay Centre at Foyer Unitas invited Karen
Petersen Finch and Karin Heller (Theology) to present papers at the Rome
Seminar, "Full, Conscious and Active: Lay Participation in the Church's Dialogue
with the World."
An article by Jonathan Moo (Theology), "Climate Change and the Apocalyptic
Imagination: Science, Faith, and Ecological Responsibility," was recently
published in Zygon: Journal of Religion and Science, vol. 50.4.
"Reading Job Following the Psalms," by Will Kynes (Theology) was published
in The Shape of the Ketuvim: History, Contoured intertextuality, and Canon.
He also presented "The Death of the 'Wisdom Genre' and the Rebirth of 'Wisdom'
and Genre" at the Society for Biblical Literature.
THE ARTS
Scott Miller and Brent Edstrom (Music) received an $18,000 commission to
create a musical adaptation of Willa Cather's writings. Brent will compose a
new song cycle that Scott will premiere at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, in
spring 2017.
STUDENT LIFE
Whitworth students spent the majority of December catching up on studies after
"Big Windy" and preparing for final exams. However, all work and no play make
Jack a dull boy and Jill a tiresome girl, so they also participated in various dorm and
all-campus Christmas celebrations, including enjoying Jubilation's holiday dance
performance, watching the Will Ferrell classic Elf, and participating in a holiday-
themed "Unplugged" coffeehouse. Members of the Class of 2016 wrapped up their
penultimate semester at The Bozarth Mansion Senior Christmas Party, listening to
holiday music and enjoying gourmet desserts. And all enjoyed gathering in the HUB
for the annual all-campus Christmas party and Christmas tree lighting.
FINANCIAL AID
The 2016-17 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is now available.
Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov to apply. The priority awarding deadline for incoming freshmen
and students who wish to apply for summer work-study is March 1, 2016. The priority
deadline is May 1, 2016, for returning students and July 1 for transfer students.
Students who receive only a Whitworth academic scholarship do not need to file
the FAFSA.
And the 2016-17 Whitworth Donor-Sponsored Scholarship Application is now live
for current Whitworth students. These scholarships are established by the generosity
of individual donors, corporations and foundations for students currently attending
Whitworth full time. Scholarships range from $500 to $5,000. Students should log
into the application located in the Scholarships section of our financial aid webpage.
The application deadline is Jan. 31 at midnight.
Tuition Tax Form 1098T will be available electronically at the end of this month.
In order to print the form, access the Student Account section on WhitNet under
Pirate Port and click on 1098 Electronic Form. The 1098T supports your request for
educational tax credits on your tax return. For more information, please consult your
tax advisor or visit www.irs.gov.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
On Jan. 30, I'll be in Washington, D.C., where I'll host a casual afternoon event
for Whitworthians with Tad Wisenor, '89, from our advancement staff. Visit connect.
whitworth.edu/dcgathering2016 for more information and to register. I hope to see
you there!
Whitworth Alumni Award nominations are open for 2016. Go to www.whitworth.edu/
alumniawards for more information and to nominate a deserving alum. All submissions
are due by the end of the day on Feb. 17.
Join us for Alumni Night at the Fieldhouse on Feb. 6 as the Pirates play Pacific
(Ore.). Alums and their families are admitted for free: Just present the coupon you
receive by email. Women play at 4 p.m. and men at 6 p.m. We'll celebrate Coach
Warren Friedrichs and the members of the 1995-96 men's basketball team prior to
the men's game, and we'll have a reception for all alums and their families behind
the bleachers during halftime of the men's game, as well.
It's a busy winter and spring for alumni and parent events! We have gatherings
scheduled in Olympia, Honolulu, D.C., Portland, Spokane, Redwood City, and Tacoma.
Visit connect.whitworth.edu to see what's coming up and to register.
Now that your calendars are turned to 2016, please flip forward to October.
Alums, please plan to join us Oct. 7-9 for Homecoming Weekend, featuring
multiple reunions and the grand opening of the new Cowles Music Center. And
parents and families, mark Oct. 15-16 for Family Weekend!
ADMISSIONS
Jan. 31 is the recommended deadline for students admitted through our Early
Action Application Program to submit their enrollment deposits. The $350
deposit, which can be paid online at www.whitworth.edu/enrolimentdeposit, holds
a student's place in the incoming freshman class and also gives students the
opportunity for priority consideration in housing and class registration. The deposit
is refundable until May 1, so admitted students who are seriously considering
Whitworth as a college option are encouraged to submit their deposits ASAP.
Registration is open for our Honors Colloquium scholarship competition
weekends. All incoming freshmen admitted with honors (and their parents)
are invited to attend one of the scholarship weekends - Feb. 13-14, Feb. 27-28
or March 12-13. Approximately 100 students attend each colloquium and vie
for two four-year, full-tuition scholarships and ten $2,000/year scholarships.
Participants also connect with current students and faculty, stay overnight in the
residence halls, and plug in to campus activities - a great way to experience life
as a Whitworth student. Eligible students can register online at www.whitworth.
edu/honorsscholarship.
Auditions will take place Feb. 20-21 for students seeking talent scholarships
for participation in Whitworth music ensembles. Information about scheduling
auditions is available online at www.whitworth.edu/music; click on the Scholarship
Auditions link. Live auditions are preferred, but recordings also are accepted.
Students who participate in Whitworth's excellent music ensembles are eligible
to audition for talent awards regardless of major. Talent awards also are available
for students who participate in art, Ethics Bowl, forensics (speech and debate),
journalism, theatre, and Young Life. Information will be mailed to students who
indicate interest in these programs on their Whitworth admissions applications.
In mid-January, we will host 18 extraordinary young leaders from Spokane
and Tacoma/Seattle who are semifinalists in the Act Six Leadership and
Scholarship Program. These students were selected from several hundred
applicants to compete for a spot in Whitworth's 14th cadre of Act Six scholars.
They are gifted, equipped and challenged to be agents of transformation on
campus and in their home communities.
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
Thanks to everyone who contributed to our Light the Match campaign. We set
a goal of 2,246 donors - one for every undergraduate student walking campus -
and you helped us reach it! Fueled by a gift of $100,000 from our trustees, we
surpassed our goal by more than 700 donors. Your gifts make it possible for our
students to pursue an education of mind and heart, which launches them into
the world to honor God, follow Christ and serve humanity. On top of that, your
support of the Plant a Pine initiative will allow us to restore at least 23 trees on
campus following the windstorms last year.
We're so very grateful to all of you who made financial contributions to
Whitworth in December. Each gift, large or small, makes a huge difference to
the university. YOU make it possible. Thank you!
WHITWORTH SERVES
Please visit www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves and share your volunteer
hours for any organization you serve in order to help us tell a bigger story about
the importance of service at Whitworth. The form is now even simpler. Visit just
once a year and share information on multiple organizations at one time!
SPORTS
The men's basketball team is 8-0 and continues to be ranked No. 2 in
the country in the d3hoops.com top-25 poll. The Pirates opened Northwest
Conference play with victories over Lewis & Clark and Linfield. Forward George
Valle, '16, who has started every game since he stepped foot on our campus,
passed the 1,000-career-points mark in the season opener.
Women's basketball is 4-3, and the women opened their NWC schedule with
victories over Lewis & Clark and Linfield. A young team with four new starters,
Whitworth has continued to improve throughout the fall. Wing KC McConnell, '16,
the team's lone senior, became the first Pirate player with consecutive 30-plus
point performances in games against Cal Lutheran and Southwestern.
The swimming teams' most recent competition was the NWC Fall Invitational,
just before Thanksgiving. The men finished second at the meet, and the women
took fifth. The Pirates traveled after Christmas to Austin, Texas, for winter training
camp. Their intense workouts at camp have prepared them well for a dual meet
coming up at Trinity University this week.
The football team fell to Linfield in the first round of the NCAA playoffs, but
it was a terrific season for the Pirates, who finished 9-2 overall in the very tough
Northwest Conference. Kicker Rehn Reiley, '19, and tight end Nick Kiourkas, '18,
were named to the d3football.com All-Region Team.
I hope that your holidays were full of family, friends, and the rich blessings
of celebrating the birth of Jesus. As Jan Term begins, I'm mindful of all of the
students and faculty who are traveling the world on exciting educational trips. I
enjoy seeing their photos on Facebook and reading their well-written blog entries.
I'm also glad to be with the many students who are taking classes on campus
this month. Jan Term can be a wonderful time to make new relationships, invest
in old ones, and find opportunities to explore the beautiful wintry landscape of
the Pacific Northwest. Thanks for keeping all of our students in your prayers as
we look forward to being together again in February. I hope that your new year is
off to a great start.
MINDKheart
MARCH 2016
An update from Whitworth University President Beck A.Taylor
Travel is a necessary part of my job. I made the mistake a few days ago of
adding up the number of nights I've spent in hotel rooms since the beginning
of the year. I won't tell you how many, but trust me, it's a lot. I've been home
now for a few days between trips - just long enough to spend time with family,
catch up with colleagues on campus, get a haircut, and do some laundry.
Writing this newsletter is my last assignment before heading to the airport. In
this busy season of travel, I have to make an effort to connect with students.
Otherwise I get grumpy and lose sight of why I do this work. Social media
helps me feel connected to students, but it's not the same as sitting down and
listening to them talk about their experiences. So last night, Julie and I invited
some students over to the house. We try to do this often, and we make the
invitations to different groups. Last night, we invited students from the great
state of Colorado. Such gatherings are really fun, because students enjoy
discussing common backgrounds and high school rivalries, and they welcome
opportunities to share car trips home. First-year students enjoy meeting older
students from their hometowns, and everyone enjoys the brief interlude from
studying and busy schedules. Here's just a sample of what's on students' minds
these days: concern over the harsh rhetoric and personal attacks in the general
election; ways in which Christians are portrayed in the media; the variety of
Sodexo food choices; dealing with residence hall conflicts; keeping up with
rigorous academics while also trying to have some fun; Spring Break; making
predictions about how far our men will go in the NCAA basketball tournament;
the rave dance party held in Graves Gym not long ago; the housing lottery and
choices about where to live next year; summer employment and internships;
dealing with death in the family; and worries about pleasing mom and dad. I
love our students and their transparency. I know these subjects probably don't
surprise you. In fact, for me, they're reassuring. Our students are having normal
college experiences, and they're discovering themselves and their place in the
world while dealing with the normal, day-to-day opportunities and challenges of
what it means to be human. What a privilege it is to walk this journey with them
and to call them my friends.
ACADEMICS STUDENT LIFE ADMISSIONS
Our Ethics Bowl team brought home another national championship in February,
defeating Youngstown State University (Ohio) in the final round. Our first win in
this prestigious national competition came in 2012, when Whitworth became
the first liberal arts college and the first private institution ever to finish first. Our
heartiest congratulations go out to the team - Kaitlin Barnes and James Eccles,
both '17, and Brennan Neal, Ellie Probus and TJ Westre, all '16- and coaches Mike
Ingram (Communication Studies) and Keith Wyma (Philosophy). For info about
the Ethics Bowl, visit http://appe.indiana.edu/ethics-bowl/ethics-bowl/. Way to
go, Whitworth!
Grant Casady (Biology) will receive a $10,000 grant from the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management. The title of the project is "Assessing the summer breeding
habitat for the greater sage-grouse in Central Washington."
Megan Hershey (Political Science) was awarded the Provost's Award for
Scholarly Promise in recognition of her research in East Africa.
A team of business students representing Whitworth won the regional Chartered
Financial Analysis Competition last month. The students will now move on to
Chicago, for the nationals, in April. The winners are Joe Schwalbach, '16, Megan
Escobar, '18, Casey Rogstad, '17, and Patrick Bannworth, '16.
We said farewell last month to Howard Stien. Howard, a beloved biology professor
at Whitworth from 1965 to 1993, was known as a tough professor, a strong role
model, and an all-around excellent human being. He was loved by many, and
we will miss him. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Howard's wife, Associate
Professor Emeritus of Theatre Pat Stien, his two daughters (one of whom, Beth
Davis, works at Whitworth, in institutional advancement), their husbands, and
Howard's grandchildren.
Jerry Sittser (Theology) served as a guest lecturer at John Brown University
in early February. He spoke at chapel services on Shrove Tuesday and Ash
Wednesday, and delivered lectures to members of the student body and staff.
Lisa Laurier (SOE) received a $2,000 grant from the Inland Northwest
Community Foundation for her consultation with Coeur d'Alene schools.
THE ARTS
A new exhibition, Everything Seems to be Coming Together, is a selection from
works by Gala Bent. These paintings, drawings and objects seek to reflect the
inevitable strain that forms when the systems that we inherit and create meet with
resistance. The exhibition runs until April 1 in the Bryan Oliver Gallery, Lied Center
for the Visual Arts.
Whitworth's spring theatre production, Enchanted April, will be performed on
March 4, 5, 11 & 12 at 7:30 p.m. and March 6 at 2 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium.
Enchanted April is the story of a romantic celebration of life by four English women
whose travels to the Italian coast reveal an inner spark in each that had been
dampened by the dreary industrialism of 1920s London. The play is enthralling
in its depiction of our human need for nature, beauty and each other. Tickets are
available at www.whitworth.edu/theatretickets. Questions? Contact Kim Dawson
at kdawson@whitworth.edu or 509.777.3703.
The Dornsife Center for Community Engagement welcomed 30 nonprofit agencies
to campus in February for its spring volunteer fair, which introduced students,
faculty and staff to volunteer opportunities in Spokane. Nonprofit partners learned
about Whitworth's anchor-institution mission and explored ways to work with other
regional anchors.
The Dornsife Center also hosted the BELIEF conference. The annual gathering
brought the highest number yet of high school students (more than 110 applicants)
from under-resourced Spokane neighborhoods to Whitworth to envision possible
futures and plan for their post-secondary education. More than 60 Whitworth students
served as mentors, hosting high schoolers for three days and two nights of leadership
workshops and other activities.
Please join us for the Whitworth Institute of Ministry, July 18-22, featuring Mike
Breen and Brenda Salter McNeil. How can Christians be effective witnesses for the
gospel during these tumultuous times? How have God's people functioned in times
of great uncertainty? What can we learn from them about how to be faithful to God,
to one another, and to our broken world? WIM 2016 will address the vital question
of what Christian discipleship looks like in the 21st century. Visitwww.whitworth.edu/
wim for more information.
FINANCIAL AID
It's FAFSA season again! Newly admitted students should have submitted their
FAFSAs and can anticipate receiving an award soon. The priority deadline for continuing
students is May 1; they will receive their awards electronically in late spring. For new/
continuing students who still need to apply, students and parents can automatically
load tax data from the IRS website (which is preferred over hand-entering the data)
two weeks after filing the federal tax return electronically. Confirmation of our receipt
of a student's FAFSA can be accessed on WhitNet. Academic scholarships will renew
automatically (and no re-filing of the FAFSA is necessary) for students who receive
only those scholarships.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
Cheer alongside fellow Whitworth alumni, parents, families and me as the Seattle
Mariners play the Arizona Diamondbacks, in Peoria, Ariz., on Saturday, March 19. Our
group will hear an exclusive pre-game talk from Mariners President Kevin Mather and
Vice President/Assistant General Managerleff Kingston! Visit connect.whitworth.edu
for more information.
It's nearing time to order Final Exam Survival Kits. Parents, please keep an eye on
your email inbox for order information at the end of the month. Surprise your favorite
Whitworth student with one of two great options, which will be ready for him or her
to pick up just before Finals Week, in May.
Boston-area Whitworthians, we'll have family-friendly group seating at the Red
Sox vs. Blue Jays game at Fenway Park on Sunday, April 17. Visit connect.whitworth.
edu to register today.
Whitworthians in the Raleigh-Durham, N.C., area, mark your calendars for a
casual gathering for alums and their families in Raleigh on Saturday, May 14. More
information to come soon.
Our March 1 priority application deadline has passed. But if you know someone
who might need an extension, please encourage him or her to contact us at
800.533.4668 or admissions@whitworth.edu. Applicants with incomplete files
should submit transcripts, letters of recommendations and test score reports ASAP.
Students admitted to our incoming freshman class who live in or near Denver,
Los Angeles, Portland, Tacoma, Phoenix, Seattle, Bellingham or the Tr -Cities:
Whitworth is coming to you later this month. We will host receptions for admitted
students and parents, providing opportunities for you to connect with current
students, professors, parents, recent alumni and admissions counselors. We'd
love to see you there! Sign up at www.whitworth.edu/WIN.
Whitworth is called to equip all students, staff and faculty to be interculturally
competent global citizens. One way in which we are accomplishing this is by
enrolling a more diverse student body: The number of Whitworth students from
underrepresented racial and ethnic populations has grown 64 percent in the
past five years. Our Multicultural Visit Program, April 7-9, is a great opportunity
for students from underrepresented populations to explore opportunities and
resources at Whitworth. Read more about it and sign up online at www.whitworth.
edu/MVP. More than half of last year's MVP attendees chose Whitworth as their
college home.
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
Did you know that an alumni gift of ANY amount makes a difference? Alumni
participation in giving is seen as your vote of confidence in the mission and
leadership of the institution. It shows how alumni support Whitworth's goals,
appreciate their own student experience, and believe in the university's future. Your
gift, no matter how much it is, makes a bigger difference for Whitworth students
than you realize. If you've already given this year, thank you. If you haven't, it's
not too late. Visit www.whitworth.edu/give. Thanks!
WHITWORTH SERVES
Join Meara (Hall) Faw, '08, and share your own story of service by visiting
www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves and clicking on the Share Your Service
button. Meara serves at Liquid Church, in New Brunswick, N.J., assisting with
community events, including food-packing distribution for local food banks and
helping at a prom for adults and teens with special needs. She serves "to build
a better community and communicate the love of Christ through my service!"
(For more about Meara, see www.whitworth.edu/meara.)
SPORTS
Men's basketball heads into the NCAA tournament at 26-1, ranked No. 3
in all of NCAA Division III basketball. The Pirates claimed an unprecedented
seventh straight Northwest Conference title with a 15-1 record and won their
10th consecutive NWC tournament. George Valle, '16, was selected NWC Player
of the Year, while Kenny Love and Christian Jurlina, both '17, were named to the
All-NWC First Team.
Women's basketball finished the regular season 15-10 overall and in fourth
place in the NWC (10-6). The Pirates made the conference tournament for the
fourth straight year and for the 10th time in school history. KC McConnell, '16,
a First Team All-NWC honoree for the second year in a row, will finish her career
as Whitworth's third-leading all-time scorer. And Faith Emerson, '16, was named
honorable mention All-NWC.
Men's swimming wasted no time regaining the Northwest Conference crown
with a dominating win in Federal Way in mid-February. The Pirates won 10 of the
meet's 20 events and finished with a margin of victory near 150 points. After
setting NWC all-time or meet records in all three of his individual events, Wes
Walton, '16, was the NWC Men's Swimmer of the Year for the third time in his
career. Head Coach Steve Schadt, '96, was selected by his peers as the NWC
Coach of the Year.
The women's swimming team finished in third place in the NWC, just a couple
of points out of second. Jackie Beal, '17, won all three of her individual events
in Whitworth team record times. She also set an all-time NWC record in the
200-yard backstroke and became the NWC Women's Swimmer of the Year for
the second time in her career.
In indoor track and field, Katie McKay, '16, and Kayla Leland, '18, are trading
the 800-meter-run school record back and forth. Both are in fine shape to
qualify for the NCAA Division III championships next month. Corey Burt, '16,
hopes his early-season indoor shot put mark will also get him into the national
championships. The outdoor track and field season is just about to get under way.
The baseball Bucs are off to an 8-0 start, the best in school history. The
Pirates went 4-0 on two separate trips, one of which (to California) included a win
over 22nd-ranked Cal Lutheran, while the other (to Texas) included a victory over
third-ranked Emory (Ga.). Matt Nelson, '17, leads the team in batting average,
extra-base hits and RBIs this season. He also has two pitching saves as a closer.
The softball team won three out of four games during its season-opening trip
to California. Makayla Lefever, '17, earned two pitching victories, and Alyssa Hall,
'16, batted .400 during the trip.
I hear from many of you how much you enjoy reading these brief updates. Thank you
for taking the time to learn about all of the fantastic things happening at Whitworth.
We know you are praying for Julie and me, for our students, and for all who work to
deliver Whitworth's mind-and-heart education. We need those prayers, and we're
so encouraged by your participation in our work. Thank you! Well, I'm off to the
airport. I'm in 5D on the flight to Seattle - maybe I'll see you there. God bless....
MIND heart
NOVEMBER 2016
An update from Whitworth University President Beck A.Taylor
Last month was Spokane's wettest ever, with more than six inches of
rain. But none of it dampened spirits at the many celebrations and
events held on campus during the month. Homecoming Weekend
welcomed Whitworthians from around the globe back to campus
to celebrate class reunions and reconnections with old friends.
Particularly heartwarming were the many reunions between faculty
and former students. And perhaps the highlight of the weekend was
the grand opening of the new Cowles Music Center. Donations of more
than $14 million went into this beautiful new teaching and rehearsal
space for Whitworth's many talented musicians. Additionally, 17
new pianos were donated, all in honor of Bonnie Robinson, wife of
President Emeritus Bill Robinson, and Bill and I conspired to surprise
Bonnie with this remarkable expression of gratitude for her many
years of service to Whitworth. You should have seen the joy on our
students' and employees' faces as this long-awaited new building was
opened for use. A week later, we welcomed more than 1,000 people
to Family Weekend, making it our largest such event ever. During
the weekend, Whitworth Theatre presented a delightful production
of the classic The Music Man in which our daughter, Chloe, was the
youngest cast member. She loved hanging out with the college
students. Between saying goodbye to our alumni and greeting our
families, I hosted Fareed Zakaria, of CNN's Fareed Zakaria GPS, as
our speaker for the President's Leadership Forum.
Nearly 1,000 people joined events in downtown Spokane and on
campus as we discussed issues related to the general election
and foreign policy. Whitworth's outstanding board of trustees
was also meeting here, and in addition to conducting their normal
business, board members approved two exciting building projects:
a substantial addition to our chapel complex that will provide a new
home to the theology department, and a renovation of the Pine Bowl
and construction of a new building that will house all of Whitworth's
coaches and athletics administrators. Julie and I ended the month
by traveling to the Portland area with three of our Pirate teams and
watching our teams win two of the three Northwest Conference
championships the Bucs have brought home this fall. Whew, what a
month! Rain or shine, Whitworth enjoyed an October for the ages!
ACADEMICS
At Pacific University's recent forensics tournament, Whitworth
took second place against some tough regional rivals. Student
winners included Micah Allred, '17; James Eccles, '17; Jacob Farrell,
'19; Lacey Sherman, '18; Reylene Abbott, '17; Jordon Bone, '18;
Emily Goodell, '17; Jess Lewis '20; Rylee Walter, '19; and Tucker
Wilson, '20.
Marc Robinson (History) served as moderator between Spokane
police officers and Whitworth students at an event, "Spokane
Police Officers Discuss Closing the Gap between the Police
Department and the Community." He also led discussion for an
event hosted by Spokane's South Hill Library that included a
screening of the documentary Freedom Riders.
These Whitworth students were selected for prestigious
Smithsonian Museum internships in Washington, D.C.:
Christopher Dewey, '17; Jerrica Kjorsvik, '17; Jedidiah Keating, '19;
Phillip Bax, 18; Hayley O'Brien, '17; Lydia Pierson, '18; and Hannah
Rzeszewicz, '18.
Amanda Clark (Library, Art) delivered a lecture, "Words in Dust
and Literary Fireworks: Contemporary Chinese Book Arts," at the
University of Puget Sound. Her presentation outlined research on
this unique art form, contributions from contemporary artists, and
implications for the art community.
Michael Rempe (Mathematics & Computer Science) presented
at two sleep conferences in Europe. He spoke at the European
Sleep Research Society biennial meeting in Bologna, Italy, and
at a symposium on shift work, in Bergen, Norway, presenting
a mathematical model of rodent sleep that is being used to
understand sleep disturbances.
Dale Soden (Weyerhaeuser Center, History) spoke on the role
of the church and religious activists in Seattle's civil rights
movement at the Christ and Cascadia Conference, in Seattle.
He also delivered a paper at the Faith and History Conference,
at Virginia Beach, Va., on the challenges of being a university
historian on issues of race and gender.
Our Community Arts in Practice students, under the direction of
Katie Creyts (Art), finished a large sculpture that was shipped to
California for a group exhibition on Pope Francis' book Laudato
Si: On Care for Our Common Home. The piece includes more than
500 paper butterflies with brief climate-commitment statements
written on them, and a fabricated cannon covered with graffiti
that expresses the ecological threat to the butterflies' habitat.
Students gathered the butterflies from Holmes Elementary, Youth
for Christ, the HUB, and Salem Lutheran Church.
Music major Audrey Pratt, '17, was one of four area organists to
participate in a master class presented by the Spokane Chapter
of the American Guild of Organists. The clinician, Todd Wilson, is
a nationally recognized organist on the faculty of the Cleveland
Institute of Music. Audrey, a student of John Bodinger (Music),
performed Buxtehude's Prelude in G.
STUDENT LIFE
Homecoming rocked! Residence halls competed in producing
huge banners that hung from the second floor of the HUB and
in creating hall floats that paraded down Hello Walk. Taking
advantage of a brief window of beautiful weather while it lasted,
students also enjoyed an outside dance and concert.
For Latin Heritage Month, activist and hip hop artist Olmeca
spent a day with us, and the month ended with the off-campus
barn dance at Green Bluff, Warren Hall's Monster Mash, and
McMillan's haunted house. Whitworth students love October!
FINANCIAL AID
The U.S. Department of Education recently released the three-
year loan-default rates for domestic and foreign schools.
Whitworth has a 1.8 percent default rate; the national rate is 11.3
percent. Our undergrads have approximately $6,000 less debt
than other grads nationally, and our alums' post-Whitworth
experiences enable them to manage and repay the money they
did borrow. Way to go, Pirates!
ALUMNI & PARENTS
Colorado alums, it was great to see so many of you last Sunday,
Nov. 13, when I preached at First Presbyterian Church, in Boulder.
George's Elves, the Whitworth alumni gift exchange, is back
for its third holiday season! Alums are invited to sign up by Nov.
20 to be matched with another alum at connect.whitworth.edu/
georgeselves2016. All gifts should be sent by Dec. 10.
Parents of current students, purchase an Exam Survival Kit
for your student by Nov. 22! Proceeds will support the Alumni
Scholarship Fund, and your student can pick up the gift the week
before finals. Order your student's end-of-semester treat today at
connect.whitworth.edu/examsurvivalkitsfal12016.
Whitworthians in the Greater Seattle area, start your holiday
season in Bellevue on Saturday, Dec. 3. Join us for the Christmas
Party at Palomino Bellevue from 5:30-7 p.m., followed by the
Christmas Festival Concert at Bellevue Presbyterian. Julie and I
both plan to attend this event to connect with you! Learn more
and register at connect.whitworth.edu/seattlechristmasparty.
ADMISSIONS
Our Early Action I application deadline is Nov. 15. Early Action
applicants will receive an admissions decision within two weeks
of completing their application file. Those who submit FAFSAs to
Whitworth by mid-December will also be included in Whitworth's
first round of financial aid awards, in early January. The free
application can be accessed at www.whitworth.edu/apply.
Whitworth is doing more than ever to make a mind-and-heart
education accessible. This includes a new four-year graduation
guarantee (www.whitworth.edu/finishinfour) to ensure that
students avoid costly delays that are too common at many
universities. The net cost of four years at Whitworth is estimated
at $22,000 less than five years at a regional public university and
$45,000 less than 4.5 years at the average private university or a
flagship public university.
We invite applicants and admitted students to join the
Whitworth Class of 2021 Facebook group and to follow us on
Instagram ((c-)WhitworthUniversity) and Snapchat (WhitworthU).
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
Will you light the way for a student this holiday season? Light
the Way launches Nov. 21. Please join other alumni, parents and
friends of Whitworth in making a gift to The Whitworth Fund
or another area of your choice before Dec. 16. Every donation
lights future Whitworth students' way to a great mind-and-heart
education. Use the attached envelope or visit www.whitworth.
edu/give to make your gift.
Each November, we attach an envelope to this newsletter in
the hope that you'll consider contributing to Whitworth. Every
donation will be much appreciated and well used, and we look
forward to communicating with you regarding the impact of your
support in the months to come.
We are excited to announce that Whitworth has received a
$1.5 million lead gift from Barney and Joyce Beeksma, both
'54, toward a $2.4 million addition to the chapel. This project
will allow the campus ministries staff, theology department and
office of church engagement to be co-located. Details, including
how to support this much-needed project, can be found at www.
whitworth.edu/chapeladdition.
WHITWORTH SERVES
Many shared stories of service with us in celebration of
Servestember, and we know that many more are contributing
time and talent to organizations around the globe. Please visit
www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves and tell us your story. The
form is brief, and it allows you to report the number of hours you
volunteer annually for multiple organizations, so you only have to
check in once a year.
SPORTS
The football team is enjoying another strong season. The Pirates,
at 7-2, rank among NCAA Div. III leaders in scoring average,
passing offense and total offense. The Bucs rallied from 17 points
behind with less than 12 minutes to play at Pacific Lutheran in
October, mounting the team's biggest fourth-quarter comeback
victory in 35 years.
The volleyball team is NWC champion for the third consecutive
year. They accomplished this in spite of the fact that the team
graduated five starters from the 2015 squad. Erin White, '18, the
best setter in the NWC, leads the league in assists per set, and the
Pirates have the best team hitting percentage in the conference.
Men's soccer won its third straight NWC championship this
weekend. MF Jonah Snider, '18, leads the conference in goals this
season with 13. He has been selected NWC Offensive Player of the
Week three times in 2016.
Women's soccer has rebounded from a slow start and is tied for
third place in the NWC standings. On Oct. 16, the Pirates defeated
UPS, handing the Loggers their first loss in conference play in
their last 28 matches. Arielle Van Peursem, '19, has scored six
goals, four of which were match winners.
The cross country teams are on a roll. The women are
ranked second in the NCAA West Region; they won the NWC
championships and they have a good shot at the NCAA West
Regionals (Nov. 12). Kayla Leland, '18, has been the NWC Cross
Country Women's Athlete of the Week three times this season.
The young golf teams finished fifth at the Northwest Conference
Fall Classic, and the Pirate men bounced back with their first
win of the 2016-17 season at Brewster's Gamble Sands Golf Club.
Tyson Odden, '20, picked up a hole-in-one and a score of 65 on
Sunday to help lead his team's rally.
The swimming teams open their season this weekend at the
NWC Sprint Pentathlon and the NWC Relay Invitational. Coach
Schadt expects the men's squad to challenge for another NWC
title and looks for the women to make a significant move up the
standings.
The hoopsters have begun practicing for their season openers.
The men scrimmaged against their alumni Oct. 29, and traveled
this week to play the NCAA Div. I University of Montana Grizzlies.
The women's team played their alums Nov. 4.
As we approach Thanksgiving, please allow me to express my
sincere gratitude to each of you. Thank you for reading this
monthly update, and for the many ways you support Whitworth
with your prayers and financial gifts. Please know how grateful I
am for the love you demonstrate for this special
place. God bless you!
MINDKhe ar t
OCTOBER 2016
An update from Whitworth University resident Beck A.Taylor
I recently returned from speaking at a conference at Oxford
University that focused on the impact that colleges and universities
like Whitworth can have as they commit to creating healthy and
nurturing environments while also exposing students to new and
challenging ideas. I'm concerned that we live in a world today in
which being exposed to new ways of thinking, or having one's
assumptions challenged, is seen more as an ideological threat than
an educational opportunity. I like to think of a university as a kind of
"intellectual commons" where ideas about our world are discussed,
argued and tested. If you're familiar with the Book of Acts, it's not
all that dissimilar from the Areopagus, in Athens, where Paul argued
with philosophers and thinkers of the day about the merits of
Christianity. Not only does this kind of environment prepare students
to enter a diverse world full of conflicting worldviews, ideologies and
assumptions, but it also nurtures students' critical-thinking skills.
Our students need the ability to ask probing questions, weigh the
merits of opposing ideas, and make personal decisions based on
the information at hand as they engage with the world and prepare
for professional careers. On top of that, Whitworth asks students
to apply a Christian lens to these discussions, and we encourage
faithful students to think hard about how their religious convictions
shape their understanding of and obligations to a world in deep need.
Drawing students out of the echo chambers that so often cause them
to surround themselves only with ideas and voices that confirm their
current thinking, I want Whitworth to be a place that carefully and
intentionally exposes students to the ways in which other thoughtful,
and many times faithful, people see the world's challenges. Then and
only then can Whitworth claim to be a "university" in every sense of
the word. And if we meet these commitments while elevating Christ
and seeking the wisdom and knowledge of God, we can also boldly
claim - as we do - to be a university that equips graduates to honor
God, follow Christ and serve humanity.
ACADEMICS
William Ntow and Jan Gard (both Chemistry) partnered with a
North Central High school AP chemistry class in research on wetlands
conservation at the Verbrugge Environmental Center. Additionally, the
group completed maintenance on more than 100 trees.
Roberta Wilburn (Graduate Studies in Education) received the YMCA
Women of Achievement Carl Maxey Racial & Social Justice Award.
Flint Simonsen (Education) will serve as keynote speaker at the
Washington Teachers Association's fall conference.
Casey Andrews (English) has been selected by Humanities
Washington as a member of its Speakers Bureau.
Mike Ediger (Health Science) and incoming nursing students worked
alongside Parasport Spokane to complete maintenance and cleaning
of wheelchairs for people in need.
Tony Clark (History/Lindaman Chair) has been selected by the
University of San Francisco's Ricci Institute for Chinese-Western
Cultural History to serve on its editorial board and advisory council
for Historical Legacies of Christianity in East Asia. The council's work
includes a book series, fellowships and a new-scholars mentorship
program.
Marc Robinson (History) accompanied students to Spokane's West
Central neighborhood to learn about community-based policing
programs and to canvas the community on behalf of Block Watch.
Markus Ong (Mathematics/Computer Science) accompanied
students to St. Margaret's Shelter to prepare donated computers for
low-income families. His colleague Pete Tucker, '91, and students taught
the Hour of Code to fourth graders at Holmes Elementary.
Aaron Korthuis, '12 (Political Science), a Yale Law School student
and intern with the Jerome Frank Legal Services Organization,
is participating in a case challenging the injunction issued against
President Obama's Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals initiative.
Vange Ocasio Hochheimer has been named Latina/o Leader of the
Year by the Latino Hope Foundation, which provides financial and
vocational support to Latino students attending Spokane colleges.
Vange was recognized for her "leadership in advocating for education
that addresses equity for our Latina/o students" and for her impressive
career as an economist and professor in higher education.
Haley Goransen (Theology) and some of her students toured urban
ministries in Spokane that support individuals experiencing poverty
and homelessness. They also organized a staff-appreciation activity for
workers at First Presbyterian Church.
Karen Petersen Finch (Theology) has been invited to spend spring
2018 at the Lay Centre at Foyer Unitas, in Rome. Karen will write about
the role of laypeople in dialogue between Christians. She has also been
invited to Australia to present a paper next November at the fourth
International Conference on Receptive Ecumenism.
THE ARTS
Come see Whitworth Theatre's production of The Music Man, Meredith
Willson's funny, warm, romantic and touching musical comedy, which
won six Tony awards. The play will be presented Oct. 14, 15, 21 and 22 at
7:30 p.m. and Oct. 16 and 23 at 2 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium.
Tickets are now on sale through TicketsWest and the Fox Theater for
the annual Whitworth Guest Artist Jazz Concert, featuring world-
renowned saxophonist BRANFORD MARSALIS! The concert will take
place Saturday, Nov. 5, at 8 p.m., at The Fox Theater.
Brent Edstrom (Music) is the Washington State Music Teachers
Commissioned Composer of the Year. Brent will be composing a new
work for the commission and will premiere it at the state convention, in
June 2017.
STUDENT LIFE
ASWU and the Whitworth Political Science Club sponsored two
important events hosted by political science faculty members: "Why
Should We Vote?" featured Kathryn Lee, and Julia Stronks presented
"Faith and Politics." Homecoming Week kicked off the month of October
with competitions between residence halls, the movie Ghostbusters!, a
concert by alumni Mama Dolls, and, of course, the big football game and
a dance in The Loop. Camina Hirota, '17, our cultural events coordinator,
brought the Black Jew Dialogues, a comedy presentation that examines
cultural misconceptions, to campus, and we also hosted hip-hop artist
Olmaca, who helped Whitworth celebrate Latin Heritage Month.
FINANCIAL AID
In 2017-18, students may file for financial aid beginning Oct. 1 - a full
three months earlier than in previous years! And for the first time, students
and parents will file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
using prior-prior year (PPY) tax data. This means that the 2017-18 FAFSA
will collect 2015 tax information that can be loaded into the FAFSA using
the IRS Data Retrieval Tool. Financial aid staffers anticipate that these
changes will mean earlier distribution of financial aid awards.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
We're excited to celebrate Family Weekend Oct. 14-16 with families of
current students. If you haven't yet registered, it's not too late. Visit www.
whitworth.edu/familyweekend.
The 2017 Core 650 Tour is going to be a great one! Tony Clark (History)
and his wife, Amanda (Library), will lead a tour of China, exploring the roots
of the missionary experience in this significant global power. From May 31-
June 10, the tour will explore key locations in Beijing and Shanghai. Details
can be found at www.whitworth.edu/china2017; registration is now open.
Calling all Whitworthians in Portland, Spokane, San Diego, Missoula
and Boulder! We're hosting events in your area in the next month! For
more information and to register, visit our Attend an Event page at
connect.whitworth.edu.
Parents of current students, keep an eye on your inbox for an
opportunity to order an Exam Survival Kit or Finals Week Fruit Bag
for your student; orders are due in mid-November. This is a tradition
at the university, and it's a great way to surprise and support your
Whitworthian.
ADMISSIONS
High school seniors should be completing their admissions
applications and requesting transcripts and letters of recommendation
from their guidance counselors. Our early action I (non-binding)
application deadline is Nov. 15, and the early bird is likely to get a
quicker admission decision and an earlier financial aid award from us.
It was gratifying, yet again, to see U.S. News list Whitworth among
the top 5 values and top 15 regional universities overall in the
Western U.S. These rankings largely affirm what we already know
- that Whitworth offers an outstanding education at a great price
after factoring in financial aid. But we don't mind if U.S. News, Forbes,
Kiplinger's, The Princeton Review and other publications want to help
share the news with their readers.
Veteran's Day is a great opportunity to celebrate the brave men and
women who have served our country in uniform, and it's also a great
time to visit campus for one of our largest Why Whitworth Days of the
year. Go to www.whitworth.edu/whywhitworth to sign up.
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
Thanks for picking up the phone! Our phonathon callers are great
at leaving voicemails, but they love talking with you even more.
Learn more about our enthusiastic team here: www.whitworth.edu/
phonathon. Of course, if you prefer to make a gift online, you can
always do so at www.whitworth.edu/give.
WHITWORTH SERVES
Servestember included more than 1,000 current students and staff
serving 60 locations citywide during Community Building Day.
Please visit www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves, and help us tell
the stories of how so many Whitworthians are choosing to live out
the university's mission.
SPORTS
The Whitworth football team is off to a 2-1 start. The Pirates followed
their overtime, season-opening loss to Central (Iowa) with wins over
Whittier and La Verne on the road in SoCal. Quarterback Ian Kolste,
'18, ranks among NCAA Div. III leaders in passing yards/total offense
per game. The Pirates will host Puget Sound Oct. 8 for homecoming.
Our volleyballers are surpassing all expectations so far this season.
The Pirates replaced all but one starter from 2015's conference
championship team. Yet they're off to a 10-3 start, including a 4-0
record in the NWC. The Bucs have won seven straight matches. Erin
White, '18, has made a terrific transition to starting setter. And Emiko
Kahler, '20, has led the team in kills in six matches during the current
winning streak.
Men's soccer finds itself in the thick of another chase for the
Northwest Conference title. Whitworth, winners of the last two
league championships, is 2-1-1 in the NWC following the toughest trip
of the season. Jonah Snyder, '18, is tied for the NWC lead in goals this
season (with eight).
Women's soccer has won its two most recent matches to even its
conference record at 2-2. Forward Leah Cora, '18, is tied for the league
lead with five goals this season. GK Sienna Tanner, '18, picked up her
first career shutout during a 2-0 victory over Willamette.
The cross country teams have competed twice, including at the
annual Sundodger Invitational, in Seattle. The Pirate women finished
in 7th place, and the men's team, with six freshmen, finished 21st. The
Pirates will make three trips to the Salem, Ore., area in October for
meets at Willamette (Oct. 1) and George Fox (Oct. 15), and for the
NWC championships (Oct. 29).
The golf teams continue a busy fall schedule. The Pirate women
posted a third-place finish at the Pacific Invitational in late September.
Their roster includes four first-year players, including Maggie Peters
- who tied for 10th place at Pacific. The men's team was runner-up to
host PLU at the Lutes' Fall Invitational. Five of the seven players on
the men's roster are freshmen. The NWC Fall Classic will take place
Oct. 8-9 in Creswell, Ore.
Whitworth will induct its 27th class to the Heritage Gallery Hall of
Fame in a breakfast ceremony on Oct. 8 in the HUB Multipurpose
Room. Emmanuel Bofa ('10, track and cross country), Joel Clark
('07, football and baseball), Todd Sabrowski ('06, men's soccer) and
Jo Sonnett ('06, softball) make up a talented and highly decorated
class. You can reserve a seat for the HOF breakfast ($15 per person)
by calling 509.777.3224.
Pirate Night 2016 is coming! The auction and dinner will take place
Nov. 10 at the Hotel RL at the Park (formerly the Red Lion Inn at the
Park). Online registration is available at www.whitworthpirates.com.
October is full of fun activities on campus, including Homecoming
Weekend and Family Weekend. I hope I'm able to see many of you
as you visit campus in the coming weeks. Please stop me and say
hello. Thanks for all of the ways you support
Whitworth's educational goals.
MIND heart
SEPTEMBER 2016
An update from Whitworth University President Beck A.Taylor
What an amazing week, and not just because I'm writing this as I fly
over the Pacific Ocean toward Honolulu. As an aside, I'm visiting with
alumni and donors on a very quick (48 hours) trip to the islands of
Oahu and Kauai. But frankly, the next six hours on this airplane will
be the first time I've slowed down since we welcomed the Class of
2020, and all of Whitworth's newest students, to campus last week.
I've witnessed a lot of orientation weekends in my career at several
different universities, and you'd be hard-pressed to convince me
that anyone does it better than Whitworth. Hundreds of volunteers,
faculty, staff and students welcome our newest Pirates with open
arms. Sometimes that means lugging boxes and refrigerators up
three flights of stairs, or comforting nervous parents, or distracting
a younger sibling as a student begins to make an empty dorm room
her new home. Here are just a few statistics on the freshman class:
• The Class of 2020 is 600 students strong - the fourth largest
freshman class in Whitworth's history.
• It is the most diverse class in history, with 28 percent of domestic
students coming from historically underrepresented racial and
ethnic populations, and nearly that same percentage calling
themselves first-generation college students.
• Students hail from 25 states and 24 foreign countries, making
Whitworth's reach as broad as ever.
• The most popular names for females are Sarah and Emily, and
for males, Jacob and Andrew.
• The class is academically gifted, with an average high school
G PA of 3.76.
• The most common academic interests are pre-med, elementary
education, business management, nursing, physics and biology.
Thank you for praying over this class as they begin their Whitworth
journeys. By God's grace they'll leave this place in four years equipped
to honor God, follow Christ and serve humanity. May God bless the
Class of 2020!
ACADEMICS
We are pleased to welcome these new faculty members: Cody
George, Kevin Parker, '96, and Brad Petersen (Business); Martin
Hughes (Continuing Studies); Wendy Bleecker, Horatius Gittens and
Steven Smedley (Education); Bert Emerson (English); Valeriy Smirnov
(Chemistry); Mark Robinson (History); Steven Zemke (Physics and
Engineering).
Robin Henager (School of Business), was named 2016 Journal Article
Award winner by the Association of Financial Planning and Counseling
Education. Her article, on financial literacy and behavior, appeared in
the Journal of Financial Counseling and Planning, vol. 1, issue 1.
George Whitworth Honors Program student and English major
Christopher Volk, '17, won the spring 2016 de Jager Prize for a research
seminar paper he wrote at Oxford University (United Kingdom) through
Whitworth's Scholarship and Christianity in Oxford Program.
History buffs Michelle Bodman, Samantha Schweizer, Hannah Tweet,
all '16, and Josh Tuttle, '17, presented papers at the Pacific Northwest
Regional Conference of Phi Alpha Theta, the international history honors
society. Hannah's paper, "Catholicism in Central Colonial Mexico: Local
Sources of Religion and Boundaries of Orthodoxy," won the conference
prize for the best undergraduate paper. Arlin Migliazzo (History) chaired
a session and served as commentator.
We welcome 36 international students from countries including
Australia, Austria, Bhutan, Cameroon, Colombia, Ethiopia, Paraguay,
Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Korea,
Mongolia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Nepal, Pakistan,
Peru, Spain, Sweden and Zimbabwe. We're glad you're here!
In June, Angeles Aller (World Languages & Cultures) presided over
an electoral table in the Spanish national elections in Madrid.
THE ARTS
One of the world's greatest jazz and classical musicians, renowned
three-time Grammy winner and Tony nominee Branford Marsalis is
coming to Spokane to play with the Whitworth Jazz Ensemble! Marsalis,
a saxophonist and composer who has been named an NEA Jazz Master,
is the head of Marsalis Music, the label he founded in 2002 that allows
him to produce both his own projects and those of the jazz world's
most promising artists. Tickets for the annual Whitworth Guest Artist
Jazz Concert, which will take place at the Fox Theater on Saturday, Nov.
5, at 8 p.m., are now on sale through Ticketswest and the Fox.
A painting by Gordon Wilson (Art), Chuck's Story, is being shown in
Biola University's "Seeds" exhibit, Epitaphs.
The art exhibit Between the Shadow and the Light runs Sept. 13-Oct.
28 in the Bryan Oliver Gallery of Whitworth's Lied Art Center. In June
2013, artists and educators from the United States and six African
countries gathered in South Africa for two weeks. They undertook an
intensive program of engagement with South Africa's history, culture and
contemporary reality. This exhibit is the culmination of that experience.
The Music Man is coming soon! This funny, warm and touching musical is
great family entertainment. Meredith Willson's 1957 musical comedy won
six Tonys and is a story to be shared with every generation. Dates: Oct.
14,15, 21 and 22 at 7:30 p.m., and Oct. 16 at 2 p.m. Admission: $12; seniors
(62-plus) and non-Whitworth students: $10; Whitworth students: free with
valid I.D. Questions? Contact Kim Dawson at 509.777.4374, kdawson
whitworth.edu, or www.whitworth.edu/theatretickets. Join us!
STUDENT LIFE
To honor the upcoming dedication of Cowles Music Center, this year's
Orientation Week theme was "The Sound of Music: Composing the
Song of the Mind & Heart." Students enjoyed the music of singer/
songwriter Josh Garrels and sang residence-hall chants to one another,
and new students competed in the annual Mock Rock lip-sync competition.
FINANCIAL AID
The Whitworth Financial Aid Office encourages all parents and students
to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool process, if they haven't already done
so, for their 2016-17 FAFSA. This will ensure that accurate tax data are
reflected in their FAFSAs for both the 2016-17 and 2017-18 academic
years. Families should use the DRT process even if they have already
completed their 2016-17 FAFSA.
ADMISSIONS
We are excited to welcome the Class of 2020! They will add to our
community in amazing ways. Our admissions counselors are hitting the
road to recruit the classes of 2021, 2022 and beyond. Please encourage
college-bound students you know to connect with these counselors either
at their high schools or at college fairs in their areas.
Our first Why Whitworth Day visit event is Friday, Sept. 23, and our
Snapshot program for high school seniors is Oct. 9-10. Campus visits allow
students to sit in on classes, take a campus tour, enjoy a meal in our dining
hall, and connect with current students, professors and coaches. There is
no better way for students (and parents) to find out whether Whitworth is
a good fit. For more info and to sign up, go to www.whitworth.edu/visit.
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
The Cowles Music Center opens later this month to the sounds of
music and the applause of those who get to use and enjoy this beautifully
augmented and renovated facility. Thanks to those of you who have given
our students the space to learn, rehearse and perform. Join us as we
celebrate the grand opening on Saturday, Oct. 8, during Homecoming
Weekend. Bravo! Molto bravo!
Remember your first day of school? Remember walking The Loop and
shouting in excitement when you saw your BFF for the first time after three
long months? Remember your first day in the dining hall, wondering
if you'd be eating alone or joining others? Remember nervously
arriving to your first CORE class? This month, our first-year students
are experiencing many things for the first time, and many returning
students are experiencing those same things for the 50th time. Please
help them by making a gift, whether it be your first or your fiftieth, at
www.whitworth.edu/give.
WHITWORTH SERVES
As you may know, this is Servestember, our second annual service
emphasis month. Enjoy stories of service from 30 alumni, parents
and other Whitworthians at www.whitworth.edu/servestember. Then
share your own story at www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
We'll host gatherings this fall for alums, parents and friends in
Spokane, Seattle, Portland, Boulder, Phoenix, San Diego, Los
Angeles and Missoula! Visit connect.whitworth.edu for more
information and to register.
Don't miss out on Homecoming Reunion Weekend, Oct. 7-9. All
alums are invited to celebrate, and members of the classes of '56, '66,
'76, '86, '96, '06, and '11 are invited to return to campus to celebrate
their milestone reunions. There will be special activities for alumni
who were involved in the music program as well as for alumni who
participated in varsity tennis, baseball, softball and swimming. We'll
also celebrate our four Alumni Award winners, Breean Beggs, '85,
Dianna (Cooke) Pategas, '92, Sam Aylor, '99, and Morgan McKeown,
'03. Register today at connect.whitworth.edu.
I'm grateful for the 360 alums who participated in this summer's
Alumni Discovery Project. Our 18 student ambassadors interviewed
proud alums from throughout the eras in cities all across the West. If
you're invited in the future to participate, we hope you'll join one of our
students and share your story. For more information on this exciting
opportunity for alums, visit www.whitworth.edu/alumni/discovery.
Family Weekend is Oct. 14-16. All parents and families of current
students are invited to join us for one of the year's best weekends.
Visit www.whitworth.edu/familyweekend for more information and
to register.
Parents of current students: If you're on Facebook, please join us in
a special group there. The Parents & Families of Current Whitworth
University Students 2016-17 welcomes parents, grandparents
and guardians of current Whitworth students from all classes to
connect, celebrate and ask questions. It's also a conduit for pertinent
information from Whitworth to you during the 2016-17 academic year.
SPORTS
The football team welcomed 115 players to camp. The Pirates are
looking for big things under Head Coach Rod Sandberg. The team
was ranked 19th in the D3football.com preseason poll and 15th by
The Sporting News. Junior TE Nick Kiourkas and sophomore K/P
Rehn Reiley are D3football.com preseason All-Americans. Whitworth
suffered a heartbreaking 50-49 loss in overtime to Central College
(Iowa) in the season opener, then rebounded with a 60-0 victory over
Whittier College (Calif.).
Volleyball will have a new look in 2016 with four new starters. And
fourth-year Head Coach Kati Bodecker is preparing her squad to
qualify for a third straight NCAA tournament appearance. Junior OH
Cassandra Mendoza earned all-tournament honors as the Pirates
finished 3-1 at the UCSC Slugfest over Labor Day weekend.
Men's soccer rolled to an impressive 4-1 win over Occidental College
in its opener. Under Head Coach Morgan Cathey, Whitworth is aiming
for a third straight NWC title. The Pirates will rely on the talent of senior
GK Timmy Costa, who has started 40 matches and has a lifetime goals-
against average under 1.00.
Bryan Olson, a long-time assistant for men's soccer, is the new
head coach of the women's team. The team gave him his first win, a
5-1 victory, at Minnesota's Carleton College. The Pirates looked great,
thanks in part to the efforts of senior D Hannah Langbehn, a two-time
All-NWC honoree.
The cross country teams competed at the Clash of the Inland
Northwest, a meet featuring most of the Div. 1 programs in the region,
along with Whitman and Lewis-Clark State. Junior Kayla Leland was
the first non-Div. 1 runner across the line; she finished third overall.
The Pirate women finished ahead of both LCSC and Whitman, while
the men lost to both non-Div. 1 schools.
Women's golf opened its season first, taking fourth place at the
PLU Women's Invitational. Emily Guthrie is the women's coach. The
men's team, defending NWC champions under Head Coach Warren
Friedrichs, play their first match this weekend at the PLU Men's
Invitational.
Mark your calendars for Pirate Night 2016, Nov. 10, at the Hotel RL
at the Park.
As you know, service to humanity is a bedrock value for Whitworthians
around the globe. This month marks our annual emphasis on service:
Servestember! As part of The Campaign for Whitworth, we've
encouraged you to give to causes that are important to you. The
Whitworth Serves initiative has logged more than 82,000 hours of
service since its launch, in 2014. I encourage you to participate in this
unique and mission-focused effort. Thank you for all of the ways in
which you serve humanity!
MIND heart
Summer 2016
An update from Whitworth University President Beck A.Taylor
What is Whitworth's brand? We often associate a company's or product's brand
with its logo. All of us can quickly identify the Nike swoosh and the Starbuck's
siren (or whatever she is). Visual identities are important, and good ones
immediately help the viewer associate good (or bad) experiences with the
product or service in question. Recently, when driving through the South with
Julie and our kids, I saw a sign for Chick-fil-A, and I immediately remembered how
fond I was of their chicken sandwiches. The sighting also conjured up memories
of taking my then-much-younger children to Chick-fil-A on hot summer days in
Texas to enjoy their yummy milkshakes. In a split second, the restaurant's logo
took me back more than a decade to remember good times and my now-college-
aged children as cute toddlers. You won't be surprised that we stopped and had
a sandwich and a shake - and they were just as I remembered them.
So a brand is much more than a visual logo. Embedded in a brand is the set
of values, mission, history and promises that any product or service offers. A
logo is part of that. For the past 16 years, Whitworth's logo has been a graphic
of a circular seal featuring an open book and flame, which, among other things,
certainly represent Whitworth's mind-and-heart mission linking academic
excellence (the book) with Christian faith and learning (the flame). But before
the familiar book and flame, Whitworth's logo changed many times throughout
the decades to include multicolored flags, representing the diverse and global
community Whitworth serves, and several versions of the Whitworth name
written or typeset in various ways. Logos change because of trends, forces of
competition, and technology. Sometimes, a logo just needs to be refreshed.
Later this fall, Whitworth will be unveiling an exciting new look. This new visual
identity will be fresh, distinctive, innovative and can be applied more effectively
than our current logo in a variety of print and online settings. The design of
the new logo has involved input from many representatives of Whitworth's
constituencies, including current and prospective students, faculty and staff,
alumni, parents and the business community. I'm excited to roll it out. (The
Whitworth Athletics logo will not change, so Pirates fans can rest easy.)
For some, change isn't easy to digest. And as with anything artistic, everyone
will have his or her own preferences and perspectives. Logos can't carry all
the responsibility of communicating explicitly the other institutional values and
priorities embedded within the larger brand, but some may wish they did.
It's important to emphasize that even with our new look, the other components
of Whitworth's brand will not change. Sure, we'll use this as an opportunity to
update some of our marketing messages and materials, but Whitworth's underlying
values, principles and mission will stay. Our hope is that over time, Whitworth's
constituents will associate the new logo with the university's enduring commitments
to Christ-centered higher education, relational culture, friendly Northwest charm
and amazing outdoor beauty, and courageous academic conversations, just to
name a few. You can always count on those things. I promise.
ACADEMICS
I've often said that Whitworth's "secret sauce" is its array of outstanding
faculty members who deliver to our students Whitworth's unique blend of
academic excellence and Christian faith and learning. All of our hard-working
and dedicated faculty members are worthy of accolades, but at the end of the
year we had the opportunity to recognize a few of them for exemplary service
and performance. Many of the items below also describe other activities faculty
members are involved in this summer.
Congratulations to the following faculty who received teaching awards
for Academic Year 2015-16: Cynthia Wright (Health Science): Academic
Challenge; Jessica Clements (English): Academic Mentor; Jason Wollschleger
(Sociology): Innovative Teaching; Will Kynes (Theology): Junior Faculty; Matthew
Bell, Stephen Johnson (Computer Science): Lecturer and Adjunct Professor,
respectively; Bethy Campbell (Psychology): Service; Julia Stronks (Political
Science): Weyerhaeuser Center Award for Faith & Learning.
Congratulations also to these faculty members who successfully submitted
proposals for summer research fellowships and grants: Fellowships ($2,000):
Bethy Campbell (Psychology), Alan Mikkelson (Communication Studies), Jessica
Clements (English), Robin Pickering (Health Sciences), Kamesh Sankaran (Physics),
Corey McKenna (Education). Grants ($750): Patricia Bruininks (Psychology), Katie
Creyts (Art), Janet Hauck (Library), Brooke Kiener, '99 (Theatre).
Thanks to the generous support of donors, each summer the Vocation of
the Christian Professor Program enrolls 12 faculty members in a workshop
that introduces them to the history of and strategies for incorporating
Christian faith and learning in their classrooms. This year's participants are
Forrest Buckner (Chapel), Stacy Hill (Education), Marcia Hopkins-Marker
(Mathematics/Computer Science), Kevin Grieves (Communication Studies),
Christopher Parkin, '04 (Music), Aaron Putzke (Biology), Jonathan Huwe (Health
Science), Grant Casady (Biology), Angela Allen (English), Katherine Karr-
Cornejo (World Languages & Cultures), Marc Robinson (History), and Candice
Correia (Business). Facilitators will be Arlin Migliazzo (History), Dale Soden
(Weyerhaeuser Center/History), and Kathy Storm (Academic Affairs).
The Research Expansion & Enhancement for Faculty and Students Workshop
facilitates project initiation and rejuvenation. Through this workshop, faculty
members identify new research projects while receiving training about novel
ways to engage undergraduates within their research framework. This summer's
participants are Janet Hauck (Library), Kent Jones (Mathematics/Computer
Science), William Ntow (Chemistry), Michael Rempe (Mathematics/Computer
Science), Cynthia Wright (Health Science), and Jason Wollschleger (Sociology).
Facilitators are Aaron Putzke (Biology), Kerry Breno (Chemistry), Pete Tucker
(Mathematics/Computer Science) and NoeIle Wiersma (College of Arts
& Sciences).
Nichole Bogarosh (Communication Studies) was selected as a 2016 Kopenhaver
Fellow for the Association of Education in Journalism & Mass Communication.
Janet Hauck (Library) presented "Community-Building on Campus: All-Star
Activism Using Primary Sources" at the 2016 Northwest Archivists Conference,
in Seattle.
Two of our students were offered Fulbright Awards this year. Francesca Bisciglia,
'16, an international studies major with an emphasis in political science and
Spanish, and Juliana Zajicek, '16, a Spanish and communications double-major,
were honored by the Fulbright Program.
Scott Miller (Music) is music director/conductor for Meredith Willson's The
Music Man at Coeur d'Alene Summer Theater this summer. Performances run
July 14-31 at Coeur d'Alene's Kroc Center.
Jennifer Scriggins Brummett (Music) was invited to perform at the International
Horn Symposium, in Ithaca, N.Y., in June.
STUDENT LIFE
Whitworth's University Recreation Center (U-Rec) provided our community with
a plethora of indoor and outdoor activities this spring. Students, faculty and staff
come to U-Rec to take part in intramurals, to climb at the indoor climbing center, to
lift weights or to take a fitness machine for a spin. Since the beginning of January,
Whitworth community members have used this very popular facility approximately
45,500 times. Whatever you need, the friendly front-desk attendants are waiting to
greet you.
Some fun facts about Whitworth's U-Rec programs: Incentive programs welcomed
260 participants (faculty, staff, family members, and students were represented)
this year. A record-breaking 250 students took part in outdoor-recreation trips this
spring. Opportunities included ski vans, snowshoeing, ice-climbing, whitewater rafting,
outdoor rock-climbing, Spring Break trips to Zion National Park and Moab, and many
local hiking and mountain-biking adventures. While snowboards and snowshoes
were popular early in the semester, thanks to a decent winter, we're excited that the
mountain bikes and new tents get to see the sun. Students also love cruising around
campus on one of our tandem bikes!
FINANCIAL AID
The deadline for completion of the billing e-packet and submission of a payment plan
for fall term is early August. There are nine- and 10-month payment plans available
to ease the bill-handling. If you have any questions, please call a member of our great
student accounting services staff at 800.535.4668.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
Special events for alumni, parents and friends are happening all across the
West this summer and fall. From Seattle to Honolulu and San Diego to Spokane,
there are many opportunities to gather with Whitworthians. Visit connect.
whitworth.edu to see what's going on in your region. If registration costs are
ever a concern, contact iaevents@whitworth.edu; we don't want you to miss out!
All alumni are invited to join us for Homecoming Reunion Weekend, coming
up Oct. 7-8. There will be milestone reunion gatherings for the Class of 1956 and
earlier classes, along with grads from 1966, '76, '86, '96, '06, and '11. All music
alums are invited to celebrate the grand opening of the Cowles Music Center, and
we will celebrate the four winners of our annual Whitworth Alumni Awards. For a
full list of events and to register, visit connect.whitworth.edu.
In its fourth year, the Alumni Discovery Project has completed nearly 1,300
total interviews. As I write, 19 Whitworth student ambassadors are interviewing
alums around the nation to hear stories about their lives before, during and
after Whitworth. If you've participated, thank you! And if you've been invited,
I hope you'll take the time to meet with one of our ambassadors this summer.
Visit www.whitworth.edu/discoveryproject to learn more.
Summer Sendoffs are taking place across the West to welcome incoming
students and their families into the Whitworth community.
Visit www.whitworth.edu/summersendoffs to register and learn more.
Families of current students are invited to Family Weekend, Oct. 14-16.
To learn more and to register, visit www.whitworth.edu/familyweekend.
Make plans to attend today!
If you're the parent of a current or incoming Whitworth student, join us in a
Facebook group created just for you. Log in to Facebook, and search for Parents
and Families of Current Whitworth Students '16-17.
Thirty-one alumni, parents and friends recently returned from an inspiring
11-day tour of Greece with Professor Emeritus of Theology Jim Edwards, '67.
Julie and I were privileged to share in this experience, and we hope all of you will
be able to join one of these Core 650 tours. Whitworth students know that the
world is our classroom, and these tours share that wisdom with all Whitworthians.
Watch for more details on next May's trip.
ADMISSIONS
Enrollment deposits are due Aug. 1 for transfer students. Go online to
www.whitworth.edu/admittedstudents and click on "Guarantee Your Spot" to
find a link to the transfer deposit submission form. Transfer students are a great
addition to the Whitworth community, and we look forward to welcoming you in
September. Questions? Please call Whitworth Student Accounting Services staff
(509.777.4495) or the admissions office (509.777.4786). We're here to help!
THE CAMPAIGN FOR WHITWORTH
Whitworth just completed its strongest fund-raising year ever. Thanks to
generous donors like you, many new endowed scholarships were established,
funding for the completion of the Cowles Music Center was identified, and we
celebrated a new endowed professorship in chemistry through a wonderful
unexpected bequest. All gifts matter, and we are thankful for every gift and every
donor. Your support of this special place and our thriving mission is imperative,
and we look forward to sharing more exciting giving opportunities, as well as
stories of the difference your gifts make in the lives of our students. Blessings
and thanks for the many ways in which you support Whitworth!
WHITWORTH SERVES
Alumna Linda Sciaroni, '83, serves with several organizations in and around
Greater Los Angeles, including Grid Alternatives (which provides free solar power
and job training to low-income families) and Firebaugh High School (where she
teaches students about hydroponic gardening). Linda serves because it's her
favorite thing to do with her time, and we know that many of you feel the same
way. Please visit www.whitworth.edu/whitworthserves and take two minutes to
tell us your story of service and to let us know why you serve.
SPORTS
The Northwest Conference has selected Whitworth's KC McConnell, '16, as
its 2016 Woman of the Year. KC now moves forward as the conference's official
nominee for the NCAA Woman of the Year award.
Several academic awards have come through this summer for Whitworth's
athletics teams including Academic All-America recognition for Dakota
Kliamovich, '17, and Trent Alsin, '16, of the track and field teams. The swimming
teams were recognized for overall team GPA by the College Swimming Coaches
Association of America.
At the end of May, Andrew Bloom, '16, was crowned NCAA DIII national
champion in the men's javelin at the Division Ill Outdoor Track and Field
Championships. Former national champion Kerry Wright, '16, placed fourth in
the women's javelin, and Cooper Budden, '16, placed 14th in the men's javelin;
both were named All-Americans along with Andrew.
Team schedules for our fall sports are set and posted on WhitworthPirates.
corn. Check the website and start planning your visits to Whitworth to support
the Pirates!
You can now purchase football and basketball season tickets for the 2016-17
academic year. Call 509.777.3224 for details.
We're having a cooler summer so far in Spokane, so Julie and I had to find the heat
elsewhere. We just returned from the Core 650 trip to Greece, where we endured
temperatures near the triple digits. A family reunion in Arkansas provided heat of the
humid variety - something we don't miss, frankly. So returning this week to Spokane,
where temperatures have struggled to get into the 80's, has been a relief. With only
eight weeks until freshman orientation, we'll have to squeeze a lot of summer into
the time remaining, regardless of the weather. I hope
and pray that the remainder of your summer includes
lots of fun, family and peace.
